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Hello everyone,  

 

I am excited on being your chapter president for the coming year and with all 

your help we can make this coming year a great success.  Summer is finally 

here and we will be taking the next 2 month off from meetings, but we will be 

working on the budget for next year.  Let’s all have a great summer safe in our 

travels and a fun time. 

 

The Scholarship dinner was a great night as we presented 14 Scholarships the 

most ever as well as 2 Brain Piccolo winners thanks to our new chairmen Mike 

Russo and his committee. The night went very smooth and think we all enjoyed 

it. 

 

We had our annual golf outing with our new Chairmen Fred DeMarco and his 

committee. They worked hard to make this outing one of the most successful we 

ever had and all the figures are not yet in but think they will reach and surpass 

their goals.  We had a record 110 golfers sign up to play but with the rain 

forecast we did lose a number of golfers to the weather. We started to play and 

got a few hours in before the rain started, and some said they had enough and 

went in, but lot of teams finished and got very wet . The Executive Board wants 

to thank all who helped make the day a success from players to our volunteers 

who helped.  Thank you all!! 

 

Please keep in mind we will be meeting in September and hope to get off 

running with some fund raisers early this year with possible new ones coming. 

Please remember to pay your dues as letters should have been sent to get dues 

paid. 

 

Have a safe and enjoyable summer. Thank you all in advance for your help and 

God Bless UNICO and all of us. 

  

Joseph Benvenuti - Chapter President 

 

A Message from our Chapter President 

 

http://www.unicomembers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
http://www.instagram.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/
http://www.unico.org/
mailto:PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com
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July 22nd – 25th, 2026 ~ Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday                

The 103rd Annual UNICO National Convention                                                

See the flier on page 5 of this newsletter 

 

September 9th, 2026 ~ 2bd Wednesday ~ Our 1st Meeting of our UNICO Year 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Have a Safe and Happy July 4th 
 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

See you in September  

 

Please remember that chapter dues  

Are now being accepted 

Upcoming Events – Local and National 

 

July Birthdays 
 

07-06 Emilia Klosik 

07-09 Jessica Gaita 

07-10 Daniel Dransfield 

07-16 Ken Kribs 

07-20 Evelyn Tosi 

07-23 Michaela Ragusso 

07-31 Joe Benvenuti 

 

 

 

Photo Albums 
 

All our chapter event 

pictures can be seen on our 

website … Additional 

pictures from our “NJ IV 

District” and also a lot from 

our “UNICO National” 

events can also be seen on 

their websites. 

 
 

www.UNICO.org 

www.UNICONJIV.yolasite.com 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry 
 

Please do not forget about our 

UNICO Phil Arena and our many 

other Food Pantries … Your  

non-perishable donation will help 

restock them. 

 

Please contact our Food Pantry 

Chairs, Carmen Gaita, or Patricia 

Pelonero on how you can help. Or 

please just bring your items to any 

chapter meeting 

U – Unity 
N – Neighborliness 
 I  – Integrity 
C – Charity 
O – Opportunity 

 

“Service Above Self” 

Below are our UNICO’s CORE VALUES 
If you know of someone who has them and would like to help us 
make a difference, please invite them to a meeting and possibly 

have them join our chapter as a new member. 

 

 
 

http://www.unico.org/
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/
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Our 2026-2027 Executive Board  
 

President ………………………………………………………………………... Joe Benvenuti 

1st Vice President …….……...……...……….….……………...………........... Chuck Russo 

2nd Vice President ………………...……...……………...………………… Fred DeMarco 

Treasurer ……………………………...………………………….................. Bruce Ponchak  

Secretary …………………………………………....…………..................... Steve Pelonero 

Sgt. At-Arms ……………………….…………………………....…………….. John Barbieri 

Corresponding Secretary …………………………………………………….  John Morano 
 

Our 2026-2027 Board of Directors 
 

Steve Pelonero  Past Chapter President  2010 & 2011 

John Barbieri  Past Chapter President  2014 & 2015 

Bruce Ponchak  Past Chapter President  2016 & 2017 

Carmen Gaita  Past Chapter President  2018 & 2019 

Carmen Criscione Past Chapter President  2024 & 2025 
 

Our 2026-2027 Chapter Delegates 
 

President Carmen Criscione … 49 Members (President +3) 

Delegate: Sal Benvenuti 

Delegate: Patricia Pelonero 

Delegate: open 

Delegate: Joseph Agresti as PNP 

Delegate: Steven Pelonero as PNP 

(Delegates represent our chapter and are urged to attend our district, 

regional, and national meetings, especially if a vote is called for) 
 

Our 2026-2027 Fundraising Committee Heads  
 

Food Pantry ………………………......…………… Carmen Gaita and Patricia Pelonero 

Golf Outing ……………………………………………………….................. Fred DeMarco 

Holiday Cheer ……………………………  Carmen Gaita, Joe Benvenuti, Sal Benvenuti 

Overseas Armed Service Care Packages …………………... Roni Corrado, Evelyn Tosi 

Raffle ~ 50/50 …………………………………………………………… Claudine Stefanelli 
 

Non-Fundraising Committee Heads  
 

Community Service Day (April)….……………………………….........Claudine Stefanelli 

Good and Welfare …………………………………………………................ Joe Benvenuti 

Heritage ……………………………………………………………………… Angelo Verrone 

Italian Flag Raising ……………………………………………..…… Steve Pelolnero PNP 

Membership ……………………………………...…….. Christina Castillo, Roni Corrado 

Newsletter …………………...…………………………………………. Steve Pelonero PNP 

Publicity ………………………………………………  Christina Castillo & Roni Corrado  

Scholarship / Brian Piccolo ………………………………………………… Michael Russo  

Study Abroad College Grant Chair …………………………… Cav. Joseph Agresti PNP  

Website ………………………………………………………………… Steven Pelonero PNP 

Website Member Section …………………………………………………….. John Barbieri 

 

 

 
 

Who’s Who  

 

UNICO Charities 
 

Foundation Charities 
… Cancer Research 

… Cooley’s Anemia 

… Food Bank 

… Italian Studies 

… Mental Health 

… Scholarship 

… St. Jude’s Hospital 

 

National Charities 

… Anti Bias 

… Armed Forces 

… Columbus Day 

… Heritage Calendar 

 

===================== 

         

Italian Lesson 
 

Welcome ~ Benvenuto 

I’m fine ~ sto bene 

Thank you ~ grazie 

Excuse me ~ Mi scusi 

I’m sorry ~ Mi dispiace 

Help me ~ Auitami 

Follow me ~ seguimi 

Be careful ~ stai attento 

Take care ~ Abbi cura di te 

 

… (More on page 5) 

 
 

=================== 
 

ComUNICO 
You can now read the  

Com-UNICO magazine on 

the internet 

Just click or go here >>> 
www.unico.org/comUNICO 

https://www.unico.org/comunico
https://www.unico.org/comunico
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Italian Language Lesson 
100    Cento 

200    Deucento 

300    Trecento 

400    Quattrocento 

500    Cinquecento 

600    Seicento 

700    Settecento 

800    Ottocento 

900    Novecento 

1000   Mille   

 

Buongiorno  Good morning 

Buonasera  Good evening 

Per favore  Please 

Grazie mille  Thank you so much 

Parli inglese? Do you speak English? 

Non capisco  I don’t understand 

Perfetto   Perfect 

Andiamo  Let’s go 

Piano   Slowly 

Aiuto   Help 

Che bello!  How beautiful! 

Forza!   Let’s go / come on 

Un attimo  One moment 

Ottimo   Excellent 

    Certo   Of course 
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Brian Piccolo and Scholarship Photos 
 

Top Two Photos: Brian Piccolo Awardees 

Scholarship Awardees 
 

 
 

 
 

                
 

Above Left Photo: Past and Current Chapter Presidents (Carmen Criscione and Joe Benvenuti) ~ Right Photo: Joe B’s Executive Board 
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Italian Heritage Photo 
 

Celebrating the month of July in Venice 

 

 
 

A view of Venice 

And the Grand Canal from the Rialto Bridge 
The Grand Canal is the largest channel in Venice, Italy, forming one of the major water-traffic corridors in the city. 

One end of the canal leads into the lagoon near the Santa Lucia Railway Station, and the other end leads into the basin 

at San Marco; in between, it makes a large reverse-S shape through the central districts of Venice. It is 2.4 miles long, and 

98 to 295 ft) wide, with an average depth of 16 feet. 

The banks of the Grand Canal are lined with more than 170 buildings, most of which date from the 13th to the 18th century, 

and demonstrate the welfare and art created by the Republic of Venice.  
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Where is your Family From? 
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Food Pantries ~ Carmen Gaita and Patricia Pelonero 

As always, let’s continue helping others. Please consider bringing one or more non-perishables to the June chapter 

meeting, or bring it directly to one of our town’s pantries, or contact our pantry committee for more information: 

Carmen Gaita and/or Patricia Pelonero 

 
 

Membership ~ Christina Castillo 

There are 49 members. The average age of the club members is 67. Our Summer birthdays for June/July/August are 

June Birthdays: Jillian Russo scholarship recipient 2025 and Henry Youngster and Angelo Verrone ~~~ July 

Birthdays: Evelyn Tossi, Anthony Sabatino, Michaela Raguseo, Ken Kribs, Emilia Klosek, Jessica Gaita, Daniel 

Dransfield, and Joe Benvenuti ~~~ August Birthdays: Joe Agresti, Pete Longo, Carl Ricca, and Claudine Stefanelli. 

Please consider talking about UNICO over the summer to your friends and family and let them know what UNICO is 

and maybe they will consider coming to the September meeting to potentially get some new members ~ Have a great 

summer ~~~ Christina and Roni  

 
 

Overseas Soldiers ~ Roni Corrado 

At this time there aren’t any soldiers needing our assistance. Should anyone know of a soldier overseas, particularly 

in the Middle East, please bring it to our attention. We are always  willing to help out with a package from home. 

 

 

Publicity ~ Christina Castillo & Roni Corrado 

From Christina and Roni: A sincere thank you to both Passaic Valley Today and the Italian Tribune for 

publishing ALL of the articles and pictures we sent to them this club year. Happy  to say that Passaic Valley Today 

has been publishing our news for the last 13 years and the Italian Tribune for the last 10 years. Thank you both! 

 

 

Sponsors ~ Please try to support all our supporters. They are all listed on the following pages.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

From the chapter Executive Board and Board of Directors 
 

Have a fun and safe summer ~ Stay up to date by visting our chapter website. 

 

Please, don’t forget to send in your dues ~ Letters wll be going out. 

 

Also visit and share our Chapter Instagram and Facebook Pages. 

 

“See you in September” 
 

 

 
 

Committee & Comments 
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Our UNICO Charities 
 

UNICO National 
Armed Services ~ Columbus Day ~ Heritage & Photo Calendar 

 

UNICO Foundation 
21st century ~ Anti-Bias ~ Cancer Research & Prevention 

Cooley’s Anemia ~ Italian Studies ~ Mental Health 

Scholarships ~ Torraco Food Bank/Shelter 
 

 

 

Thank you for your support 

 

 

Our 2024  Golf Sponsors 
 

                              

 

About UNICO ~ UNICO is the largest Italian American Service Organization in the United States 
Unity, Neighborliness, Integrity, Charity, Opportunity 
 

UNICO was founded on October 10, 1922, in Waterbury, Connecticut. A group of 15 men, led by Dr. Anthony P. 
Vastola, came together to create what has become a very special and very proud organization. It was Dr. 
Vastola's dream to create an Italian American service organization to engage in charitable works, support higher 
education, and perform patriotic deeds. Our motto is “Service Above Self”. 
 

Each year, the UNICO Foundation and the UNICO National Chapters across the country donate approximately 
$1 million to various charities.   Scholarships continue to be the primary focus of UNICO, as roughly one-third of 
all monies raised goes to deserving students from all the chapter locations throughout the chain. 
 
UNICO National has funded major research in Cooley's Anemia and Mental Health. Through its association with 
the Jimmy Valvano Foundation, it has funded over 10, $50,000 grants to help find a cure for Cancer. These 
worthy areas continue to receive generous support from the chapters and its members for these worthy causes. 
 

If you would like to attend one of our meetings to see if you might be interested in joining UNICO, please contact 
us through any member, or through our email. We would be honored to have you as a member of our Passaic 
Valley UNICO Chapter. 

http://www.unicomembers.com/Golf-Sponsor.asp
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
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Our  2026/2027  Sponsors 
 

 

You too can be a sponsor of our Passaic Valley UNICO Chapter in our 2026/2027 Year 

 

For just $100 you can be a proud business card sponsor 

We also have other sponsor choices and amounts 

 

Please email us at PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com for more information 

 

Thank you to “All” of our Sponsors 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Platinum Sponsors 
 

 

mailto:PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com
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Our  2026/2027  Sponsors  
 

Gold Sponsors 
 

 

  
 

 

 

    
 

< Our Silver Sponsors are on the Next Page > 
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Our  2026/2027  Sponsors     

 

Silver Sponsors 
 

         
 

       
 

       
 

            
 

 

< Continued on Next Page > 
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Our  2026/2027  Sponsors     
 

Silver Sponsors 
 

      
 

       
 

         
  

         
 

<  Continued on Next Page > 
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Our  2026/2027  Sponsors 
 

Silver Sponsors 
 

       
 

       
 

       
 

       
 

<  Continued on Next Page > 
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Our  2026/2027  Sponsors 
 

Silver Sponsors 
 

         
 

         
 

                 
 

                  
 

 

<  Continued on Next Page > 
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Our  2026/2027  Sponsors 
Silver Sponsors 

 

            
 

                           
 

                   


