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Serving A Message from our Chapter President
Little Falls
Totowa Hello Chapter members,
Woodland Park

Summer has gone by very fast. Hope all had an enjoyable summer and were
Pa ge Hi 2 hli 2 his: able to vacation.
Ab I
Be (;u;;is(io Z On behalf of our executive board want to thank you all for making this past
Birthday’s ) year very successful. We do have a great chapter thanks to all of you.
Board of Directors 3 . . . . .
Chapter Delegates 3 We will be discussing our budget at our first meeting for 2026-2027 and will
ComUNICO Link 3 vote on the budget at our October meeting.
Committees 3
Committee Comments 8 From what I have heard the National Convention went well this year despite
Convention Beefsteak 6 some travel issues due to the weather that week. Some members could not make
Executive Board 3 it down for the convention because of cancelled flights. We will have a report
Food Pantry 2 at our meeting about the convention.
Fundraising Committees 3
Heritage Photo 5 Our dues for the upcoming year are due so please get your dues into Steve so he
Italian Language Lesson 3, 4 can mark you paid,
Map of Italy 7
President’s Message 1 Our September 9" meeting is at Casa Arturo Main St. Little Falls. Dinner is to
Sponsors ~ Golf 2026/27 10-17 start at 6:30pm. If you are coming just for the meeting only, we will start that at
UNICO Charities 3,9 .

8:00pm
UNICO Core Values 2
Upcoming Events 2 Looking forward to working with you all this year

Joe Benvenuti. Chapter President



http://www.unicomembers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
http://www.instagram.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/
http://www.unico.org/
mailto:PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com

September Birthdays

09-03 Michael Carrubba
09-26 Roni Corrado

Photo Albums

All our chapter event
pictures can be seen on our
website ... Additional
pictures from our “NJ IV
District” and a lot from our
“UNICO National” events
can also be seen on their
websites.

www.UNICO.org
www. UNICONJIV yolasite.com

Food Pantry

Please do not forget about our
UNICO Phil Arena and our many
other Food Pantries ... Your
non-perishable donations will help
restock them.

Please contact our Food Pantry
Chairs, Carmen Gaita, or Patricia
Pelonero on how you can help. Or
please just bring your items to any
chapter meeting
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Upcoming Events — Local and National

September 9™, 2026 ~ 2nd Wednesday ~ Our 1* Meeting of the UNICO Year
Casa Arturo ~ 6:30 pm Dinner ~ 8 pm Meeting

September 11, 2026 ~ Friday ~ Convention Fundraiser Beefsteak ~ Wayne
PAL ~

December I*', 2026 ~ Tuesday ~ NJ District IV Christmas Dinner for our
Special Need Friends ~ Brownstone ~ RSVP to chapter president ~ The flier is
on our chapter website ~ Click here to go to the flier section

December 5™, 2026 ~ Saturday ~ NYC Bus Ride to Little Italy NYC ~ RSVP to
our chapter president ~ The flier is on our chapter website ~
Click here to go to the flier section

A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1) 1 1 1) 1 1 1) 1) 1 (o ) 1 )

Ans please remember that chapter dues
are now being accepted
Please mail them to our PO Box 341
Little Falls, NJ 07424

Below are our UNICO’s CORE VALUES
If you know of someone who has them and would like to help us
make a difference, please invite them to a meeting and possibly
have them join our chapter as a new member.

U - Unity

N — Neighborliness

| — Integrity “Service Above Self”
C — Charity

O - Opportunity



https://passaicvalleyunico.org/Fliers.php
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UNICO Charities

Foundation Charities
.. Cancer Research

... Cooley’s Anemia

... Food Bank

... Italian Studies

... Mental Health

... Scholarship
.. St. Jude’s Hospital

National Charities
.. Anti Bias
... Armed Forces
... Columbus Day
.. Heritage Calendar

Italian Lesson

Car ~ Automobile
City ~ Citta

Day ~ Giorno
Family ~ Famiglia
Fashion ~ Moda
House/Home ~ Casa
Love ~ Amore
Party ~ Festa
Son~ Figlio

Sun ~ Sole

Time ~ Ora

Wine ~ Vino

ComUNICO

You can now read the

Com-UNICO magazine on

the internet

Just click or go here >>>
www.unico.org/comUNICO
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Who's Who
Our 2026-2027 Executive Board

President ..........cooooeeieis e s e e e e e et e s e e s e el JOE Benvenuti
1St Vice PreSident ... ........ccccooeoiiiereeee e aees e e et e e e e Fred DeMarco
2nd Vice President .................ccocveveeiieeieeceeceicciie eee eeeaaeaeeaee aee e .. Chuck Russo
TFOASUTEE ..o vv ee eee et vt ee aee eeees oo et ae ee 2en een s bee tes sesbeensreesennnens Bruce Ponchak
SECFOIATY ... et st et et et et et et et et et et et ee eeae s ae et ae rebeesteesbeeenaeans Steve Pelonero
Sgt. At-Arms .. . ... John Barbieri
Correspondzng Secretary ... John Barbieri
Our 2026-2027 Board of Directors

Steve Pelonero Past Chapter President 2010 & 2011

John Barbieri Past Chapter President 2014 & 2015

Bruce Ponchak Past Chapter President 2016 & 2017

Carmen Gaita Past Chapter President 2018 & 2019

Carmen Criscione Past Chapter President 2024 & 2025

Our 2026-2027 Chapter Delegates

President Joseph Benvenuti ... 51 Members (President +3)

Delegate: Sal Benvenuti

Delegate: Patricia Pelonero

Delegate: open

Delegate: Joseph Agresti as PNP

Delegate: Steven Pelonero as PNP
(Delegates represent our chapter and are urged to attend our district,
regional, and national meetings, especially if a vote is called for)

Our 2026-2027 Fundraising Committee Heads

Food Pantry ..............cecocov e vevevvec e vee eee e . Carmen Gaita and Patricia Pelonero
GOLf QUIIRG ..ot ittt e et et et e et e et et e et e Fred DeMarco
Holiday Cheer .. e e Carmen Gaita, Joe Benvenuti, Sal Benvenuti
Overseas Armed Servzce Care Packages ... Roni Corrado, Evelyn Tosi

Raffle ~ 50/50 .. .. Claudine Stefanelli
Non-Fundraising Committee Heads

Community Service Day (APril)..........ccoveeoe e esee et e e Claudine Stefanelli
Good and Welfare .............c.cooeeieiie s ees et et e et vt ee et Joe Benvenuti
Heritage .. . e et e e e e e e e tn bae e ee et vee vee aee e een e 1. AGELO Verrone
Italian F lag Razsmg Steve Pelolnero PNP
Membersth Chrzstma Castzllo Roni Corrado
Newsletter ... ..o e ies e e .. Steve Pelonero PNP
Publicity ... . Chrlstma Castzllo & Roni Corrado
Scholarship / Brlan chcolo .. Michael Russo

Study Abroad College Grant Chazr et ey s s Cav Joseph Agresti PNP
Website .. .. Steven Pelonero PNP
Website Member Sectlon ... John Barbieri



https://www.unico.org/comunico
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Italian Lesson

Love Amore

I love you Ti Amo
Hungry Affamato

I am hungry Ho fame
Family Famiglia

Boy Bambino

Girl Bambina

Son Figlio
Daughter Figlia

Sister Sorella
Brother Fratello
Husband Marito

Wife Moglie

Aunt Zia

Uncle Zio

Cousin Cugina
Grandfather Nonno
Grandmother Nonna

What time is it? Che ore sono?
What day is it? Che giorno e’?
Beautiful (boy) Bello

Beautiful (girl) Bella

Eat Mangiare

Good Bene

How much does it cost? Quanto costa?
Happy Birthday Buon compleanno
Happy Thanksgiving  Buon Ringaziamento
Merry Christmas Buon Natale

Remember: the days of the week, and months, are always all lower-case letters
Ex: Sunday = domenica  September = settembre

Note: UNICO is always “all” Upper Case, as is FBI and CIA etc ...
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Italian Heritage Calendar Photo

The above photo is taken from the 2026 UNICO Heritage & Photo Calendar
It is an Amusement Pier in Bari, Italy (southern Italy)
It was taken by a Binghamton, NY UNICO Chapter Member

Click on this link to see and read all about Bari, Italy >>> Bari Italy



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bari
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Food Pantries ~ Carmen Gaita and Patricia Pelonero
As always, let’s continue helping others. Please consider bringing one or more non-perishables to the
September chapter meeting, or bring it directly to one of our town’s pantries, or you could even contact
our pantry committee for more information: Carmen Gaita and/or Patricia Pelonero

Membership ~ Christina Castillo
We now currently have 52 members. Welcome to our newest member, Gina Bucci. And thank you Joyce
O’Hara for being her sponsor. Looking forward to a great year 2026-2027.

Overseas Soldiers ~ Roni Corrado
Should anyone know of a soldier stationed overseas please let a member know and we will gladly send them
a care package.

Publicity ~ Christina Castillo & Roni Corrado
Roni ~ The chapter looks forward to another successful year of publication with our partner newspapers
Passaic Valley Today and the Italian Tribune.

Sponsors ~ Please try to support all our supporters. They are all listed on the following pages.

Note ~ UNICO is always all capital letters ... Examples: when using in a sentence such as with FBI and CIA

Please: don’t forget to send in your dues ~ Let’s close out our book keeping records

Passaic Valley UNICO
PO Box 341
Little Falls, NJ 07424
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Passaic Valley Chapter

Sponsor

If you would like to be a

PV UNICO Sponsor
Please contact us

. @
, PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com

Our UNICO Charities

UNICO National
Armed Services ~ Columbus Day ~ Heritage & Photo Calendar

UNICO Foundation
21" century ~ Anti-Bias ~ Cancer Research & Prevention
Cooley’s Anemia ~ Italian Studies ~ Mental Health
Scholarships ~ Torraco Food Bank/Shelter

About UNICO ~ UNICO is the largest Italian American Service Organization in the United States
Unity, Neighborliness, Integrity, Charity, Opportunity

UNICO was founded on October 10, 1922, in Waterbury, Connecticut. A group of 15 men, led by Dr. Anthony P.
Vastola, came together to create what has become a very special and very proud organization. It was Dr.
Vastola's dream to create an Italian American service organization to engage in charitable works, support higher
education, and perform patriotic deeds. Our motto is “Service Above Self”.

Each year, the UNICO Foundation and the UNICO National Chapters across the country donate approximately
$1 million to various charities. Scholarships continue to be the primary focus of UNICO, as roughly one-third of
all monies raised goes to deserving students from all the chapter locations throughout the chain.

UNICO National has funded maijor research in Cooley's Anemia and Mental Health. Through its association with
the Jimmy Valvano Foundation, it has funded over 10, $50,000 grants to help find a cure for Cancer. These
worthy areas continue to receive generous support from the chapters and its members for these worthy causes.

If you would like to attend one of our meetings to see if you might be interested in joining UNICO, please contact
us through any member, or through our email. We would be honored to have you as a member of our Passaic
Valley UNICO Chapter.
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Our 2026/2027 Sponsors

You too can be a sponsor of our Passaic Valley UNICO Chapter in our 2026/2027 Year

For just $100 you can be a proud business card sponsor
We also have other sponsor choices and amounts

Please email us at PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com for more information

Thank you to “All” of our Sponsors

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

Platinum Sponsors

Annual Golf Outing Sponsor

310 Passaic Avenue
Building B, Suite 202
Fairfield, NJ 07004

973-837-6055
info@studio43d.com
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Our 2026/2027 Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Passaic Valley Chapter Annual Golf Outing Sponsor
Annual Golf Outing

e VY Chay
2y @D TERMS
> Y
A C A D E M Y Environmenlal Services, Inc.

4,
Making a World of Difference
; m ORTHOPAEDICS

: Since 1987
N Ron F. Dooney, LSRP

ADVANCED TREATMENT. TRUSTED CARE.

504 Valley Road, Suite 201 3 Presuient = ;
(5 v
Wayne, NJ 07470 & 509 Springfield Avenue

J 973 446 - 7500 Berkeley Heights, New Jersey 07922

877-464-0028

rdooney@termsconsulting.com

Annual Golf Outing Sponsor Annual Golf Outing Sponsor
2 City Erectors Inc.

Crane Rentals

Eric Graupe
973-227-8830

Brick oven pizza, pub favorites, burgers, tacos, and

shareable plates for casual dining - West Caldwe”, NJ

973-256-2275 = Fax: 973-227-8324
Info@bask46.com eric@cityerectors.com Cell: 201-452-5672

i = @

B o
CITW Sd/ mr ¥

‘- BAR"GRILL PIZZA—
Located at 1530 US-46 in Woodland Park, NJ
Great Food - Great Service - Great Atmosphere

Reservations are recommended, especially on weekends
and during events, but walk-ins are always welcome

< Another Gold Sponsor is on the Next Page >
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Our 2026/2027 Sponsors

Gold Sponsor

Annual Golf Outing Sponsor

= Providentsue

800-448-7768

www.provident.bank ‘L

I P P P R P P P P P P

You too can be a proud supporter and sponsor of
Our Passaic Valley UNICO Chapter
There are all different levels
Please continue to see all of our Silver Sponsors

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

If you would like to be a
PV UNICO Sponsor
Please contact us

@
assaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com
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Silver Sponsors

Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter
W/ Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing
w\fg7, Sponsor Sponsor Sponsor
AN AT, -
i\ 9 -
- -
elo Funeral Home

‘alls ShopRite

. Little Falls, NJ i

CORE/\WELLNESS

Chiropractic | Holistic | Massage
Little Falls

Woodland Park, NJ

973-3145-2500 i

973-837-6677

Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor Sponsor Sponsor
James A. Maxtin
Insurance Since 1876 NEW JERSEY UCENGED REAL EFTATE BROKER
- WM prryyh WWW., lKREALTY.coml ; g
TEL (201) 236-1211 ATD=
973-256-6000 PAX oo1) a6 122 973-472-7000
jmartin@jameope.com
Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter
: Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing
9 5 Sponsor Sponsor Sponsor
- 'eea//(’wo whes . he
,v‘/Cus-rtm Eaerornery & ScrEEN PRINTING ]lson's AII‘O B“dy %Mﬂm& M;a

1265 MeBride Avenue
Woodland Park, NJ

241 Union Blvd. i
Totowa, NJ 07512
Totowa, NJ

973-782-4550
D LEWORKSNJ@AOL. CcoM

Annual Golf Outing Sponsor Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing
! St. James ' . Sponsor St
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Tundidor Wealth hack
3 uck Russo

Investment Group

142 Totowa Rd, Tculcuw_-_
STE 2 far”
\ (973) 956-1400

<Continued on Next Page >

urance Consultant




Passaic Valley UNICO Monthly Newsletter -

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

atewide Reports

Comprehensive Credit

2Reporting Services
lwww.statewidereports.com x
201-444-8668

All 21 New Jersey Counties

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

yteve Pelonero
Past National President

&
Chapter Member %

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf OQuting
Sponsor

Liss, DDS
1 Comfort and Appearance
"

L

94 Mi‘}; Street %
Little Falls, NJ 07424
73-256-5001

Silver Sponsors

MOVEMENT

MORTGAGE

MORTGAGES THAT MEAN MORE
40% of profit is donated to charitable causes

PETER BEST

Loan Officer
NMLS# 1992367

Serving
Northern New Jersey 43

973-476-3098 &

Peter Best@Movement.com %
wwav.movement.com/peter.best

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Passaic Valley Chapter

Annual Golf Outing

Sponsor
reationd

7(11'(4/(%)

3 - G =
SV %
$ i
100 Main Street
Little Falls, NJ

(973) 256-8592

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

FRANK’S PIZZA

261 Comly Road
incoln Park, NJ
973-686-9005

Annual Golf Outing Sponsor

CAOSETS

VisuaLize, CusTomize, INSTALL
0]

»

Peter Bruno
(973) 727-1385
Gerard Capizzi

(973) 452-7000 Satscom

Fashion:

FashionableClosets@gmail.com

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Goif Outing
Sponsor

nthony’s Cleaners

279 Broweriown Road
West Paterson

5381 Re. 23 South
Wayne

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

" Sal Benvenuti

saie Valley Chapter Member
Tax Consultant 3%
& Mediator

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

ook's Cedar Grove
uneral home, Inc.

486 Pompton Ave.
Cedar Grove, NJ n.
07009
973-239-1489

Annual Golf Outing Sponsor

Marie “Chettie” Capizzi

Best Wishes
Passaic Valley
UNICO

< Continued on Next Page >
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Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

DBeltw Netre

AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE
RESTURANT & PIZZERIA

973-812-8939 ..
62 EAST MAIN STREET
LITTLE FALLS, NJ 07424

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

%

973-785 7501

de Ave., Woodiand Park, NJ 07424
{Park Wust Shopping Cemtar)

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

CPR Ine
ercial Plastic Recyeling

Tampa. Florida

\ Joe Benvenuti —
Account Rep

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

°

Breakfast, Lunch, and Catering

769 Union Boulevard G
Totowa, NJ £
973-925-7778

Silver Sponsors

A5 WOODLAND PARK
Mayor & Council

Thank You
UNICO
GCd) The
Criscione
Family

%

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing

Sponsor

Memorial Home
ittle Falls, NJ !

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing

: Sponsor
Bnlly & Wyatt

Ermolowich

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Bagels Unlimited
Gregory Evangelou

63 East Main Street
Little Falls, NJ
973-785-2211

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

pne Electric Company

23 Jackson Street

Little Falls, NJ %

< Continued on Next Page >

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing

Sponsor
CIGAR SHOP AND CLUB

40 Route 23 North
mpton Plains, N
973-831-2499

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

fam acher Chevrolet

Little Falls. NJ




Passaic Valley UNICO Monthly Newsletter

r 2026/2027 Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

31 Passaic Ave, Fairfield, NJ
(973) 227-4938

Annual Golf Outing Sponsor

=)

PIZZERIA & RISTORANTE
Delicious food in a cozy setting!

Takeout & Delivery - Dine In - Private Party Room

(973) 857-1982

557 Pompton Ave, Cedar Grove, NJ

C() 9 Passaic Valley Chapter
¢\ Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

R

o

"Peter Murphy

County Chalrman

k & the entire Passaic
County Regular

%rublican Organizaw’

Annual Golf Outing Sponsor

Bringing Joy to People
Around the Worid

oS
W E Gl
Ferrero U.S.A Inc.

7 Sylvan Way
Parsippany, NJ 07054
973-515-4500
www.ferrero.com

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Mayor
James Damiano

Council President

Anthony Sgobba

Councilwoman -
Christine Hablitz....;
Councilman §

Chris Vancheri

Annual Golf Outing Sponsor

Ph: 973-837-6845
Fx: 973-837-6844

el X-JEFF'S DISCOUNT
' (@) GOLF sHoP

at Willowbrook Golf Center
Custom Fit Clubs

Repair / Regrip
Used Clubs

Layaway
366 Route 46, Service Road East (i
Wayne, NJ 07470

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

or g GEMNEROUSLY SPONSORED BY

MURPH'S TAVERN

275 UNION BLVD. ..
TOTOWA, NJ 07512

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

If you would like to be a
PV UNICO Sponsor
Please contact us

@
, PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Passaic Valley Chapter
Premium Annual Golf Outing
Cigars Sponsor

HECOD

973-785-0794

©

JOHN J. VETERL JR., ESQ., LLC

Member N) & NY Bar

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Valle

BANK

Little Falls
NEW JERSEY 07424

< Continued on Next Page >
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Silver Sponsors

r & Ellen Kliminski
Little Falls

ds and Supporters of

assaic Valley

UNICO

Annual Golf Outing Sponsor

- Rate =

LCD COMMERCIAL LENDING LLC

r & Ellen Kliminski
Little Falls

ds and Supporters of

assaic Valley

UNICO

Passaic Valley Chapter P ic Valley Chapt Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing
, Sponsor Sponsor Sponsor
= - ox * ™
Best wlshes Law Offices of —
Abdy & Kane LES ;
ry YoungSter 17 Furler Street SRR >
Suite 3 . £
Totowa, NJ 07512 =
i CarloSpinella 1 e nsorsr: (Gl
973-890-9090 T
Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor Sponsor Sponsor

e & Ellen Kliminski
Little Falls

nds and Supporters of
assaic Valley
UNICO

Dan Sterba

Jay Sisti

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

eter D’ Angelo
Producing Partner
(973) 800-2538
peter. com

- Commercial Lending
(973) 951-4670
CDC ial

com

ssaic Valley Chapter Member

3

Lou D’ Angelo

(862) 210-0880
LDangelo@LCDMTG.com i
195 Route 46, Suite 7, Totowa, NJ 07512
973-435-2800




