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 Hello Chapter Members-   

As of this writing Memorial Day has passed and hopefully not forgotten.  I 

would like to express my gratitude to those members of our chapter who served 

in the armed forces, who made the ultimate sacrifice in service to our nation. 

May their sacrifice be a reminder of what matters most in our lives. Many 

Americans honor those sacrifices by celebrating the things that make this 

country great. God Bless. 

As you all know my tenure as Chapter President has expired and I truly thank 

the Executive Board-   Board of Directors - AND the Chapter Membership for 

making this period of time pass in a positive manner. This Chapter is great and 

we all must be PROUD in the supported events that transpired the past few 

years.    

I wish to congratulate newly elected Chapter President Joseph Benvenuti 

and his entire new board that will take us forward into the UNICO future. No 

doubt they will ALL do a great job with their established positions.  

Just a few reminders of up-coming events: 

Chapter Scholarship Dinner. Sunday, June 14th at the Barnyard Restaurant. 

Please contact Michael Russo for acceptance for this great yearly event. We will 

be giving out a record number of scholarships to deserving local individuals. 

Please come and join us. Support is everything. Kudos to the entire scholarship 

committee. 

< Continued on Page 10 > 

A Message from our Chapter President 

 

http://www.unicomembers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
http://www.instagram.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/
http://www.unico.org/
mailto:PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com
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June 14, 2026 ~ Sunday ~ Our Annual Scholarship and Brian Piccolo Awards 

Dinner ~ At The Barnyard in Totowa ~ You Must let the Committee know if 

you Plan to Attend  

 

June 22, 2026 ~ Monday ~ Our Annual Golf Outing ~ The flier is on Page 4  

of this Newsletter  

 

June 24th ~ 4th Wednesday ~ Our chapter meeting and Open House for New 

Member Applications~ Holy Cross Church ~ 7 pm Dinner – 8 pm Meeting 

 

July 22nd – 25th, 2026 ~ The 103rd Annual UNICO National Convention ~  

See the flier on page 5 of this newsletter 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Father’s Day 
June 21st ~ Sunday 

 

 

Upcoming Events – Local and National 

 

June Birthdays 
 

06-09 Angelo Verrone 

06-18 Jullian Russo 

06-30 Henry Youngster 

 

 

 

Photo Albums 
 

All our chapter event 

pictures can be seen on our 

website … Additional 

pictures from our “NJ IV 

District” and also a lot from 

our “UNICO National” 

events can also be seen on 

their websites. 

 
 

www.UNICO.org 

www.UNICONJIV.yolasite.com 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry 
 

Please do not forget about our 

UNICO Phil Arena and our many 

other Food Pantries … Your  

non-perishable donation will help 

restock them. 

 

Please contact our Food Pantry 

Chairs, Carmen Gaita, or Patricia 

Pelonero on how you can help. Or 

please just bring your items to any 

chapter meeting 

U – Unity 
N – Neighborliness 
 I  – Integrity 
C – Charity 
O – Opportunity 

 

“Service Above Self” 

Below are our UNICO’s CORE VALUES 
If you know of someone who has them and would like to help us 
make a difference, please invite them to a meeting and possibly 

have them join our chapter as a new member. 

 

 
 

http://www.unico.org/
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/
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Our 2025-2026 Executive Board  
 

President ……………….…...….……………………………................... Carmen Criscione 

1st Vice President …….……...……...……….….……………...………......... Joe Benvenuti 

2nd Vice President ………………...……...……………...……………………. Chuck Russo 

Treasurer ……………………………...………………………….................. Bruce Ponchak  

Secretary …………………………………………....…………..................... Steve Pelonero 

Sgt. At-Arms ……………………….…………………………....…………….. John Morano 

Corresponding Secretary …………………………………………………….  John Morano 
 

Our 2025-2026 Board of Directors 
 

Steve Pelonero  Past Chapter President  2010 & 2011 

John Barbieri  Past Chapter President  2014 & 2015 

Bruce Ponchak  Past Chapter President  2016 & 2017 

Carmen Gaita  Past Chapter President  2018 & 2019 

 
 

Our 2025-2026 Chapter Delegates 
 

President Carmen Criscione … 49 Members (President +3) 

Delegate: Sal Benvenuti 

Delegate: Patricia Pelonero 

Delegate: open 

Delegate: Joseph Agresti as PNP 

Delegate: Steven Pelonero as PNP 

(Delegates represent our chapter and are urged to attend our district, 

regional, and national meetings, especially if a vote is called for) 
 
 

Our 2025-2026 Fundraising Committee Heads  
 

Food Pantry ………………………......…………… Carmen Gaita and Patricia Pelonero 

Golf Outing ……………………………………………………….................. Fred DeMarco 

Holiday Cheer ……………………………  Carmen Gaita, Joe Benvenuti, Sal Benvenuti 

Overseas Armed Service Care Packages …………………... Roni Corrado, Evelyn Tosi 

Raffle ~ 50/50 …………………………………………………………… Claudine Stefanelli 
 

Non-Fundraising Committee Heads  
 

Community Service Day (April)….……………………………….........Claudine Stefanelli 

Good and Welfare …………………………………………………................ Joe Benvenuti 

Heritage ……………………………………………………………………… Angelo Verrone 

Italian Flag Raising ……………………………………………..…… Steve Pelolnero PNP 

Membership ……………………………………...…….. Christina Castillo, Roni Corrado 

Newsletter …………………...…………………………………………. Steve Pelonero PNP 

Publicity ………………………………………………  Christina Castillo & Roni Corrado  

Scholarship / Brian Piccolo ………………………………………………… Michael Russo  

Study Abroad College Grant Chair …………………………… Cav. Joseph Agresti PNP  

Website ………………………………………………………………… Steven Pelonero PNP 

Website Member Section …………………………………………………….. John Barbieri 

 

 

 
 

Who’s Who  

 

UNICO Charities 
 

Foundation Charities 
… Cancer Research 

… Cooley’s Anemia 

… Food Bank 

… Italian Studies 

… Mental Health 

… Scholarship 

… St. Jude’s Hospital 

 

National Charities 

… Anti Bias 

… Armed Forces 

… Columbus Day 

… Heritage Calendar 

 

===================== 

         

Italian Lesson 
 

My house La mia casa 

Your house La tua casa 

His/her house La sua casa 

Their house La loro casa 

Our house  

La nostra casa 

Your (plural) house  

 La vostra casa 

 

 

… (More on page 6) 

 
 

=================== 
 

ComUNICO 
You can now read the  

Com-UNICO magazine on 

the internet 

Just click or go here >>> 
www.unico.org/comUNICO 

https://www.unico.org/comunico
https://www.unico.org/comunico
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Italian Language Lesson 
I like it   Mi piace 

I like it a lot  Mi piace molto 

I don’t like it  Non mi piace 

I love it   Lo adoro 

It’s fine   Va bene 

Let’s go   Andiamo 

I’m coming  Arrivo 

Let’s leave  Partiamo 

I’m here   Sono qui 

I’m there  Sono li’ 

 

Please   Per favore 

Thank you  Grazie 

You’re welcome Prego 

Excuse me  Scusa 

I’m sorry  Mi displace 

Yes    Si’ 

No    No 

Of course  Certo 

Maybe   Forse 

I don’t know  Non lo lo 

It’s okay   Va bene 

No problem  Nessun problema 
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Italian Heritage Photo 

From the 2026 UNICO Heritage Calendar 

 

Celebrating the month of June in Venice 
Taken by a Wayne, NJ Chapter Member while traveling in Italy. 

It is his view of Venice and the Grand Canal from the Rialto Bridge. 

The bridge construction began in 1588. It was completed in 1591.  

It is a pedestrian stone arched bridge. 

At its widest, the bridge is 75 feet ~ It is 104 feet long from end to end. 
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A Photo and a Piece of Heritage 

From one of our Chapter Members 

“Pete Cervino” 
 

 
 

Peter Cervino’s parents and his 4 siblings immigrated to the USA on April 7th, 1966, which makes it 60 years ago 

from this past month of April ~ The town he came from is the one pictured above and was also premiered on the 

front page of the 2026 UNICO calendar ~ The town is Sicignano degli Alburni, in the Providence of Salerno in 

the Region of Campania ~ Peters parents were 35 & 36 years old with 4 children ~ Pete was the oldest at 12 years 

old with 2 brothers 9 & 6 years old, and his sister who was 1 year old ~ Peters grandparents, aunt & uncle were 

living in the USA already and they helped his family get established ~So 60 years later Pete celebrated and gave 

thanks to his parents & grandparents for given him the opportunity of a lifetime to live the American Dream. 
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Where is your Family From? 
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Continued from Page 1 ~ Chapter President Message 

Chapter Golf Outing: Monday, June 22nd at the Preakness Golf Course. Please contact Fred DeMarco with your 

attendance. Please continue to obtain sponsors whereas this is dollars in our pocket. A great shout out to the entire 

golf committee-   

Chapter Meeting: Wednesday, June 24th at Holy Cross Church. This is our final meeting prior to being off for the 

July and August summer season. Potential new members welcome so they can see what this organization is all about. 

No cost to anyone. See you all there. 

As stated earlier: I wish to thank everyone for the support I have received the past few years. God Bless and have 

a GREAT summer and remember the words of the famous rock n roll song, by the New Jersey group "The 

Happenings" - " See You In September" ~~~ Respectfully, Carmen Criscione - Chapter President  
 

Food Pantries ~ Carmen Gaita and Patricia Pelonero 

Our June meeting will be the last time we meet as it closes out our UNICO fiscal year on June 30th. As always, let’s 

continue helping others. Please consider bringing one or more non-perishables to the June chapter meeting, or 

bring it directly to one of our towns pantries, or contact our pantry committee for more information: Carmen Gaita 

and/or Patricia Pelonero 
 

Membership ~ Christina Castillo 

 There are 49 members in our chapter including our scholarship students. The average age is 67 years old. We will be 

inviting anyone interested in joining UNICO to our June 24th Pizza and Dessert Meeting. Flyers were made and put 

on the tables at the May meeting and on our PV UNICO Facebook and distributed to local businesses in town 

starting June 1st.  ~~~ Christina 
 

Overseas Soldiers ~ Roni Corrado 

Major Joshua Tosi has returned to the United States from Kuwait but has not ended his deployment yet. He is 

currently stationed at a military base in the United States until further notice. 
 

Publicity ~ Christina Castillo & Roni Corrado 

Roni: The chapter thanks both the Passaic Valley Today and the Italian Tribune newspapers for supporting our 

endeavors by publishing all articles/ pictures sent to them.  Consistently this year both papers have covered all our 

events. 
 

Scholarship ~ Michaell Russo 

SCHOLARSHIP DINNER – 6PM, Sunday June 14, The Barnyard (Grand Room), Totowa 

COME TO THE DINNER TO HONOR OUR FANTASTIC RECIPIENTS AND TO CELEBRATE THE 

PASSAIC VALLEY CHAPTER AND OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS THIS YEAR 

If you have not already done so, please advise me, or someone on the committee, that you 

will be attending the dinner on June 14th. We must give a final number to the Barnyard by June 3rd. 

If possible, please make payment prior to the dinner. 

Ticket price is $60/person which includes the Presidential Cocktail Hour at 5PM.** 

Please let me know if you have any concerns or questions. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone on June 14th. 

Ciao ~ Michael Russo  mrusso54@msn.com   cell- 973-768-2469 

** A reminder – The Presidential Cocktail is for chapter members and significant others only 

 

Sponsors ~ Please try to support all our supporters. They are all listed on the following pages.  

 

Committee & Comments 

mailto:mrusso54@msn.com
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Our UNICO Charities 
 

UNICO National 
Armed Services ~ Columbus Day ~ Heritage & Photo Calendar 

 

UNICO Foundation 
21st century ~ Anti-Bias ~ Cancer Research & Prevention 

Cooley’s Anemia ~ Italian Studies ~ Mental Health 

Scholarships ~ Torraco Food Bank/Shelter 
 

 

 

Thank you for your support 

 

 

Our 2024  Golf Sponsors 

 

About UNICO ~ UNICO is the largest Italian American Service Organization in the United States 
Unity, Neighborliness, Integrity, Charity, Opportunity 
 

UNICO was founded on October 10, 1922, in Waterbury, Connecticut. A group of 15 men, led by Dr. Anthony P. 
Vastola, came together to create what has become a very special and very proud organization. It was Dr. 
Vastola's dream to create an Italian American service organization to engage in charitable works, support higher 
education, and perform patriotic deeds. Our motto is “Service Above Self”. 
 

Each year, the UNICO Foundation and the UNICO National Chapters across the country donate approximately 
$1 million to various charities.   Scholarships continue to be the primary focus of UNICO, as roughly one-third of 
all monies raised goes to deserving students from all the chapter locations throughout the chain. 
 
UNICO National has funded major research in Cooley's Anemia and Mental Health. Through its association with 
the Jimmy Valvano Foundation, it has funded over 10, $50,000 grants to help find a cure for Cancer. These 
worthy areas continue to receive generous support from the chapters and its members for these worthy causes. 
 

If you would like to attend one of our meetings to see if you might be interested in joining UNICO, please contact 
us through any member, or through our email. We would be honored to have you as a member of our Passaic 
Valley UNICO Chapter. 

http://www.unicomembers.com/Golf-Sponsor.asp
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
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Our  2025/2026  Sponsors 
 

 

(From July 1, 2026 ~ June 30, 2026) 

Thank you to “All” of our Sponsors 
Platinum Corporate Sponsor 

 

 

 
Gold Level Sponsors 
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Our  2025/2026 Sponsors 

 

 

You too can be a proud sponsor of our Passaic Valley UNICO Chapter 

It is never too late. 
You will be in every newsletter for our 2024-2025 year. 

And, if received early enough, you will also have a sign on one of the 18 holes at our Annual Golf Outing 
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Our  2025/2026  Sponsors 
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Our  2025/2026  Sponsors 
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Our  2026/2027  Sponsors 
 

 

You too can be a sponsor of our Passaic Valley UNICO Chapter in our 2026/2027 Year 

 

For just $100 you can be a proud business card sponsor 

We also have other sponsor choices and amounts 

 

Please email us at PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com for more information 

Thank you to “All” of our Sponsors 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Platinum Sponsors 
 

 

mailto:PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com
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Our  2026/2027  Sponsors  
 
 

Gold Sponsors 

 

  
 

 

                   

 

 

<  Continued on Next Page > 
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Our  2026/2027  Sponsors 
 

Silver Sponsors 
 

         
 

       
 

       
 

            
 

 

< Continued on Next Page > 
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Our  2026/2027  Sponsors     

 

      
 

       
 

         
  

          
 

<  Continued on Next Page > 
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Our  2026/2027  Sponsors 

 

       
 

    
 


