
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
   

May 2026 

Year 23 

Issue 244 

Passaic Valley UNICO 
Our May 2026 Monthly Newsletter 

Chapter Website www.PassaicValleyUNICO.org 

Chapter Website  www.UNICOmembers.com 

Facebook Page www.Facebook.com/PassaicValleyUNICO  

Instagram Page www.Instagram.com/PassaicValleyUNICO 

District Website www.UNICONJIV.yolasite.com 

National Website www.UNICO.org 

Chapter Email  PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com 
 

 

Passaic Valley UNICO 

PO Box 341 

Little Falls, NJ  07424 
 

Serving 
Little Falls  

Totowa  

Woodland Park 

 

Page Highlights: 
About UNICO  11 

Be a Sponsor   11 

Birthday’s  2 

Board of Directors  3  

Calendar Heritage Photo 8 

Chapter Delegates  3 

ComUNICO Link  3 

Committees   3 

Committee Comments 10 

Community Service Day 4 

Convention Flier  6 

Italian Language Lesson 3,7 

Executive Board  3 

Food Pantry  2,4,10 

Fundraising Committees 3 

Golf Outing Flier  5 

Heritage Photo  8 

Map of Italy   9 

Membership Report  10 

Overseas Soldiers  10 

Photo Links  2,4,8 

President’s Message 1 

Publicity  10 

Sponsors ~ Golf 2025/26 12-15 

Sponsors ~ Golf 2026/27 16 

UNICO Charities  3,11 

UNICO Core Values 2 

Upcoming Events  2 

VP Message  10 

 Hello Chapter Members  

Can't believe we only have two more months till our UNICO summertime off. A 

lot has happened: "Community Service Day" was another HUGE SUCCESS 

and on behalf of the Board we wish to thank Claudine and ALL of 

the volunteers that were there to help make the day successful. The weather was 

great and the food donations were extremely GENEROUS.   That's what it is all 

about " Service Above Self". We could not ask for anything better. Thank you 

all for your participation knowing that our community foodbanks will be 

putting smiles on the faces of our recipients.  Again- thank you to ALL of our 

volunteers. 

Approval was voted on to purchase UNICO banners for the surrounding towns 

for the upcoming baseball/softball season. Towns have been contacted and the 

process is started.   

That being said, we really do not have a lot of goings on in May other than 

preparation for our June events which are: Scholarship Award Dinner is 

scheduled for Sunday June 14th at Barnyard Restaurant, Totowa .  We always 

have a great turnout and hopefully we will continue this progress-   Kudos 

to Mike Russo and his Committee for their ongoing work to determine the 

scholarship winners. It’s NOT an EASY decision. More info at the next 

meeting.   

As we move forward, we have our Annual Golf Outing on Monday June 

22nd at the Preakness Golf Course in Totowa 

< Continued on Page 10  > 

 

A Message from our Chapter President 

 

http://www.unicomembers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
http://www.instagram.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/
http://www.unico.org/
mailto:PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com
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May 13, 2026 ~ 2nd Wednesday ~ Our chapter meeting ~ Holy Cross Church in 

Woodland Park ~ 7 pm Dinner – 8 pm Meeting 

 

May 25, 2026 ~ Monday ~ Memorial Day 

 

June 14, 2026 ~ Sunday ~ Our Annual Scholarship and Brian Piccolo Awards 

Dinner ~ At The Barnyard in Totowa ~ More information will follow 

 

June 22, 2026 ~ Monday ~ Our Annual Golf Outing ~ The flier is on Page 5 of 

this Newsletter  

 

June 24th ~ 4th Wednesday ~ Our chapter meeting ~ Holy Cross Church ~ 7 pm 

Dinner – 8 pm Meeting 

 

July ~ UNICO National Convention ~ See the flier on page 6 of this newsletter 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Memorial Day 
May 25th ~ Monday 

 

 

Upcoming Events – Local and National 

 

May Birthdays 
 

05-05   Phil Polizzotto 

05-18  Michael Carbonelli 

 

 

 

Photo Albums 
 

All our chapter event 

pictures can be seen on our 

website … Additional 

pictures from our “NJ IV 

District” and also a lot from 

our “UNICO National” 

events can also be seen on 

their websites. 

 
 

www.UNICO.org 

www.UNICONJIV.yolasite.com 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry 
 

Please do not forget about our 

UNICO Phil Arena and our many 

other Food Pantries … Your  

non-perishable donation will help 

restock them. 

 

Please contact our Food Pantry 

Chairs, Carmen Gaita, or Patricia 

Pelonero on how you can help. Or 

please just bring your items to any 

chapter meeting 

U – Unity 
N – Neighborliness 
 I  – Integrity 
C – Charity 
O – Opportunity 

 

“Service Above Self” 

Below are our UNICO’s CORE VALUES 
If you know of someone who has them and would like to help us 
make a difference, please invite them to a meeting and possibly 

have them join our chapter as a new member. 

 

 
 

http://www.unico.org/
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/
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Our 2025-2026 Executive Board  
 

President ……………….…...….……………………………................... Carmen Criscione 

1st Vice President …….……...……...……….….……………...………......... Joe Benvenuti 

2nd Vice President ………………...……...……………...……………………. Chuck Russo 

Treasurer ……………………………...………………………….................. Bruce Ponchak  

Secretary …………………………………………....…………..................... Steve Pelonero 

Sgt. At-Arms ……………………….…………………………....…………….. John Morano 

Corresponding Secretary …………………………………………………….  John Morano 
 

Our 2025-2026 Board of Directors 
 

Steve Pelonero  Past Chapter President  2010 & 2011 

John Barbieri  Past Chapter President  2014 & 2015 

Bruce Ponchak  Past Chapter President  2016 & 2017 

Carmen Gaita  Past Chapter President  2018 & 2019 

 
 

Our 2025-2026 Chapter Delegates 
 

President Carmen Criscione … 49 Members (President +3) 

Delegate: Sal Benvenuti 

Delegate: Patricia Pelonero 

Delegate: open 

Delegate: Joseph Agresti as PNP 

Delegate: Steven Pelonero as PNP 

(Delegates represent our chapter and are urged to attend our district, 

regional, and national meetings, especially if a vote is called for) 
 
 

Our 2025-2026 Fundraising Committee Heads  
 

Food Pantry ………………………......…………… Carmen Gaita and Patricia Pelonero 

Golf Outing ……………………………………………………….................. Fred DeMarco 

Holiday Cheer ……………………………  Carmen Gaita, Joe Benvenuti, Sal Benvenuti 

Overseas Armed Service Care Packages …………………... Roni Corrado, Evelyn Tosi 

Raffle ~ 50/50 …………………………………………………………… Claudine Stefanelli 
 

Non-Fundraising Committee Heads  
 

Community Service Day (April)….……………………………….........Claudine Stefanelli 

Good and Welfare …………………………………………………................ Joe Benvenuti 

Heritage ……………………………………………………………………… Angelo Verrone 

Italian Flag Raising ……………………………………………..…… Steve Pelolnero PNP 

Membership ……………………………………...…….. Christina Castillo, Roni Corrado 

Newsletter …………………...…………………………………………. Steve Pelonero PNP 

Publicity ………………………………………………  Christina Castillo & Roni Corrado  

Scholarship / Brian Piccolo ………………………………………………… Michael Russo  

Study Abroad College Grant Chair …………………………… Cav. Joseph Agresti PNP  

Website ………………………………………………………………… Steven Pelonero PNP 

Website Member Section …………………………………………………….. John Barbieri 

 

 

 
 

Who’s Who  

 

UNICO Charities 
 

Foundation Charities 
… Cancer Research 

… Cooley’s Anemia 

… Food Bank 

… Italian Studies 

… Mental Health 

… Scholarship 

… St. Jude’s Hospital 

 

National Charities 

… Anti Bias 

… Armed Forces 

… Columbus Day 

… Heritage Calendar 

 

===================== 

         

Italian Lesson 
 

Uno  One 

Due  Two 

Tre  Three 

Quattro  Four 

Cinque  Five 

Sei  Six 

Sette  Seven 

Otto  Eight 

November Nine 

Dieci  Ten 

 

… (More on page 6) 

 
 

=================== 
 

ComUNICO 
You can now read the  

Com-UNICO magazine on 

the internet 

Just click or go here >>> 
www.unico.org/comUNICO 

https://www.unico.org/comunico
https://www.unico.org/comunico
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Members of the Passaic Valley UNICO chapter present a $1,000 grant award to Pastor Emily Ratering-Youngberg of the First Reformed 

Church of Little Falls. The award was received for submitting a collaborative grant written by Pastor Ratering-Youngberg and members 

of the Passaic Valley grant writing committee. The grant will provide financial support for the Heaven’s Harvest Food Pantry of the First 

Reformed Church of Little Falls. The grant is funded by the Ralph J Torraco Food Bank and Shelter Grant Fund administered by the 

UNICO foundation. Pictured from left: Patricia Pelonero, Passaic Valley UNICO grant committee member; Pastor Emily Ratering-

Youngberg of the First Reformed Church in Little Falls; and Roni Corrado, Passaic Valley UNICO grant writing committee member. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Community Service Day 
 

    
 

    

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

https://lehighvalleyramblings.blogspot.com/2014/12/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
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Italian Language Lesson 
 

Eleven   undici 

Twelve   dodici 

Thirteen   tredici 

Fourteen  quattordici 

Fifteen   quindici 

Sixteen   sedici 

Seventeen  diciassette 

Eighteen  diciotto 

Nineteen  didiannove  

Twenty   venti 

30    Trenta 

40    Quaranta 

50    Cinquanta 

60    Sessanta 

70    Settanta 

80    Ottanta 

90    Novanta 

100    Cento 

1,000   Mille 

10,000   Diecimilia 

100,000   Centomila 

1,000,000  Un milione 

1,000,000,000 Un miliardo 

Today   Oggi 

Yesterday  Leri 

Tomorrow  Domani 



Passaic Valley UNICO Monthly Newsletter 8 
 

 

 

 

Italian Heritage Photo 

From the 2026 UNICO Heritage Calendar 

Celebrating the month of May in Puglia 
 

 

 
 

The Truli in Alberobello, Puglia 
 

Taken by a Binghamton NY Chapter Member while traveling in Italy. 

Trulli are traditional stone dwellings unique to the Puglia region of Italy, particularly famous in 

the town of Alberobello, known for their cone shaped roofs. 
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Where is your Family From? 
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Chapter President Message  <continued from page 1 > 

….. Please talk it up and let's see if we can get more sponsorships to help defray costs. If we can obtain the same 

sponsors from the previous years, we will do fine. New sponsors and foursomes and we will do better - let’s rock - 

Kudos to Fred Demarco and his committee for staying on top of this. More info at the next meeting … We are also 

anticipating on having our next two meetings (May and June) at Holy Cross Church in Woodland Park. This will 

be confirmed shortly, and a notice will be sent out to all chapter members … With the summer months starting to 

come together -   it gives us more chances to be with our families for everyday activities.  

God Bless ~ Respectfully Carmen Criscione - Chapter President  

 

1st VP Message ~ Joe Benvenuti 

Welcome to may everyone, we have a very few busy months coming up and can use everyone’s help making the year 

a great success. Our May meeting is set meeting at Holy Cross Church in Woodland Park May 13th. We will have 

food from one of our supporters at the dinner. We will be voting on a new slate of officers so please try to attend. We 

also will meet June 24th for our last pizza meeting of the UNICO year at the church. The date has been pushed back 

due to lot of things going on that month. June 14th is our Scholarship dinner at the Barnyard and would like to see a 

great showing of all our members as this is a showcase for our chapter. June 22nd is our annual Golf outing, and we 

need lot of support from all our members to make this a success. We need players as well as hole sponsors so please 

help us make it in any way you can. Thank you to Carmen Criscione for the last 2 years as president as he has done 

a great job keeping the chapter going with lot of new members coming on board. Thank you to John Morano as well 

as he is stepping down from Sargent of arms which he has held for a long time. 

 

Food Pantries ~ Carmen Gaita and Patricia Pelonero 

As always, let’s continue helping others. Please consider bringing one or more non-perishables to any chapter 

meeting or just contact our committee, Carmen and/or Patricia 

 

Membership ~ Christina Castillo 

 We now have 49 total members: 45 regular paying dues members and 4 Student/Scholarship recipients. 

The average age is 67. ~~~ Christina 

 

Overseas Soldiers ~ Roni Corrado 

Nor report this month as our chapter service people are home here in the states 

 

Publicity ~ Christina Castillo & Roni Corrado 

Thank you to both the Passaic Valley Today and Italian Tribune newspapers for their consistent coverage of our 

events, thus giving the chapter an opportunity to share our happenings with their readers  

 

Sponsors ~ Please try to support all of our supporters. They are all listed on the following pages.  

 

Website Member Section Update ~ John Barbieri 

 The Member Section of the Chapter website is back up and running. Please go to the chapter website and click on 

the “Member Section” and sign in to get information and also to sign up to help on one of our many committees. 

 

 

Committee & Comments 
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Our UNICO Charities 
 

UNICO National 
Armed Services ~ Columbus Day ~ Heritage & Photo Calendar 

 

UNICO Foundation 
21st century ~ Anti-Bias ~ Cancer Research & Prevention 

Cooley’s Anemia ~ Italian Studies ~ Mental Health 

Scholarships ~ Torraco Food Bank/Shelter 
 

 

 

Thank you for your support 

 

 

Our 2024  Golf Sponsors 

 

About UNICO ~ UNICO is the largest Italian American Service Organization in the United States 
Unity, Neighborliness, Integrity, Charity, Opportunity 
 

UNICO was founded on October 10, 1922, in Waterbury, Connecticut. A group of 15 men, led by Dr. Anthony P. 
Vastola, came together to create what has become a very special and very proud organization. It was Dr. 
Vastola's dream to create an Italian American service organization to engage in charitable works, support higher 
education, and perform patriotic deeds. Our motto is “Service Above Self”. 
 

Each year, the UNICO Foundation and the UNICO National Chapters across the country donate approximately 
$1 million to various charities.   Scholarships continue to be the primary focus of UNICO, as roughly one-third of 
all monies raised goes to deserving students from all the chapter locations throughout the chain. 
 
UNICO National has funded major research in Cooley's Anemia and Mental Health. Through its association with 
the Jimmy Valvano Foundation, it has funded over 10, $50,000 grants to help find a cure for Cancer. These 
worthy areas continue to receive generous support from the chapters and its members for these worthy causes. 
 

If you would like to attend one of our meetings to see if you might be interested in joining UNICO, please contact 
us through any member, or through our email. We would be honored to have you as a member of our Passaic 
Valley UNICO Chapter. 

http://www.unicomembers.com/Golf-Sponsor.asp
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
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Our  2025/2026  Sponsors 
 

 

(From July 1, 2026 ~ June 30, 2026) 

Thank you to “All” of our Sponsors 
Platinum Corporate Sponsor 

 

 

 
Gold Level Sponsors 
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Our  2025/2026 Sponsors 

 

 

You too can be a proud sponsor of our Passaic Valley UNICO Chapter 

It is never too late. 
You will be in every newsletter for our 2024-2025 year. 

And, if received early enough, you will also have a sign on one of the 18 holes at our Annual Golf Outing 
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Our  2025/2026  Sponsors 
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Our  2025/2026  Sponsors 
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Our  2026/2027  Sponsors 
 

 

You too can be a sponsor of our Passaic Valley UNICO Chapter in our 2026/2027 Year 

 

For just $100 you can be a proud business card sponsor 

We also have other sponsor choices and amounts 

 

Please email us at PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com for more information 

Thank you to “All” of our Sponsors 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Platinum Corporate Sponsors 
 

 
 

 

mailto:PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com
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Our  2026/2027  Sponsors  
 

Silver Sponsors 
 

         
 

       
 

       


