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Passaic Valley UNICO

Our October 2024 Monthly Newsletter

Chapter Website www.PassaicValleyUNICO.org

Chapter Website www.UNICOmembers.com
Facebook Page www.Facebook.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
Instagram Page www.Instagram.com/PassaicValleyUNICO

District Website www.UNICONJIV.yolasite.com
National Website www.UNICO.org
Chapter Email PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com

A Message from our Chapter President

Hello All-

I wish to thank all individuals that attended the first meeting of our season. It
was a great meeting, and many individuals were there early to break bread. It
was very nice.

We had two new members join our chapter. That is great. A lot younger than
our average age. Hopefully this will be a positive trend.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 9™, at Casa Arturo's
Restaurant in Little Falls.

Monday, Oct 7%, is our Italian Flag Rasing in Little Falls. We hope that you
can make it to celebrate out heritage.

A few of our board members attended our NJ District IV meeting at the
Barnyard. It was well attended and as always, chapters are doing a great job
keeping the UNICO name active.

Just a reminder that at our October meeting, we will be having tickets for sale
for the December District 1V Christmas Party at the Brownstone. Last year we
utilized this event as our chapter Christmas get together. We will do the same
again this year.

Don’t forget that dues are due for those who have still not yet paid them.

Will see you all in October.

God Bless
Carmen Criscione - Chapter President


http://www.unicomembers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
http://www.instagram.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/
http://www.unico.org/
mailto:PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com

October Birthdays

1 Frank Capalbo

2 Christina Castillo
9 Carmen Gaita

18 Carmen Criscione
20 Mark BiFalco

Photo Albums

All our chapter event pictures
can be seen on our website ...
Additional pictures from our
“NJ IV District” and also a lot
from our “UNICO National”
events can also be seen on their
websites.

www.PassaicValleyUNICO.org
www.UNICO.org

www.UNICONJIV.yolasite.com

Food Pantry

Please do not forget about our
UNICO Phil Arena and our many
other Food Pantries ... Your non-
perishable donation will help
restock them.

Please contact our Food Pantry
Chairs, Carmen Gaita, or Patricia
Pelonero on how you can help.
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Upcoming Events — Local and National
October is “Italian Heritage Month” ~ Celebrate your history
October 7, 2024 ~ Monday ~ Our Italian Flag Raising ~ LF Town Hall ~ 6 pm

October 9, 2024 ~ 2" Wednesday ~ Chapter monthly meeting — Casa Arturo ~ BYO ~
6:30 dinner ~ 8 pm meeting ~ $40.00

October 29, 2024 ~ Tuesday ~ Meet the National President ~ Venetian in Garfield ~
More information will follow.

November 13, 2024 ~ 2" Wednesday ~ Chapter monthly meeting — More information
will follow

December 3, 2024 ~ Tuesday ~ Our UNICO NJ District 1V Christmas Dinner for our
Special Need Friends ~ More information will follow.

Please remember that chapter dues are now due
< November will be the last reminder as we also need to pay UNICO National >
< November’s meeting will be the final date that dues will be collected >

$12 = Youth
$15 = Lifetime
$85 = Regular member
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October is Italian Heritage Month
Share to show your pride

Below are our UNICO’s CORE VALUES
If you know of someone who has them and would like to help us
make a difference, please invite them to a meeting and possibly
have them join our chapter as a new member.

U — Unity

N — Neighborliness  “Service Above Self”
| —Integrity

C — Charity

O — Opportunity



http://www.passaicvalleyunico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/

UNICO Charities

Foundation Charities
.. Cancer Research

... Cooley’s Anemia

... Food Bank

... Italian Studies

... Mental Health

... Scholarship

... St. Jude’s Hospital

National Charities

... Anti Bias

... Armed Forces

... Columbus Day

... Heritage Calendar

Clicking here will bring
you to information about

Spello Italy

ComUNICO

You can now read the
Com-UNICO magazine on the
internet

Just click or go here >>>
www.unico.org/comUNICO
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Who's Who
Our 2024-2025 Executive Board

PrESIAENE .....cc.oi it e e et et e et et et e e e e e Carmen Criscione
ISt VIiCe PreSident ... ..........ccoooooeeeeiee e eeee it e e et e e e e e Joe Benvenuti
2nd Vice President ..........coco e ei e e e e e e e e e e, ChuCK RUSSO
TFEASUTCE ......cvevee e e e e e et eee et e eae e ee e aae e eeeeeee e, BEUCE PONChAk
SCCTCIATY .t vt ee et et et et ee e et et et e et et e ven et e e Steve Pelonero
Sgt. At-Arms .. . e et et et et ee et ee et e eee e eae eee e e JORN MOTANO

CorrespondzngSecretary U RRRIRRPRRREIRIEN (o]0 1Y, o] =11 10]
Our 2024-2025 Board of Directors

Steve Pelonero Past Chapter President 2010 & 2011

John Barbieri Past Chapter President 2014 & 2015

Bruce Ponchak Past Chapter President 2016 & 2017

Carmen Gaita Past Chapter President 2018 & 2019

Eileen Wood Past Chapter President 2020 & 2021

Dominick Bucci Past Chapter President 2022 & 2023

Our 2024-2025 Chapter Delegates

President Carmen Criscione ... 59 Members (President +3)
Delegate: Sal Benvenuti
Delegate: Patricia Pelonero
Delegate: open
(Delegates represent our chapter and are urged to attend our district,
regional, and national meetings, especially if a vote is called for)

Our 2024-2025 Fundraising Committee Heads

Cornhole Tournament .................cccc.ccueee. .. . John Barbieri
Food Pantry ..........cceooveievie e e Carmen Galta and Patr|C|a Pelonero
Golf Outing ... .. Joe Barone
Holiday Cheer Carmen Galta Joe Benvenut| Sal Benvenuti
Overseas Armed Servzce Care Packages et teeerieese e eeeeeeeenn.. RONIE Corrado

Non-Fundraising Committee Heads

Community Service Day (Aprll) ........................................................ Charles Russo
Good and Welfare .. e e e e et e e e e et e ae een e s e JOB BENVENUL
Heritage .. e et eren s vre es es eee e e onn Angelo Verrone
Membersth (plus member sectlon ofwebszte e tee e eeennnvee eee oo JORN Barbieri
NEWSIOILET ... ... cov et e et e e e e et e e et e et e e e e . Steve Pelonero PNP
Nominating Chalr e e e e e e e Open To be appointed
Publicity ... . e e e Chrlstma Castillo & Roni Corrado
Scholarship /Brlan chcolo e e e e . Charles Russo
Study Abroad College Grants Cav Joseph Agresti PNP
Website .. .. Steven Pelonero PNP



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spello
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spello
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spello
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spello
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spello
http://unico.org/readcomunico.asp
http://www.unico.org/comUNICO
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Italian Heritage Photo

From the 2024 UNICO Heritage Calendar ~ October
Cobble Stone Street in Spello, Italy

This photo was taken by a Passaic Valley UNICO member when Bruce and Steve were there

Spello is a hidden gem in the heart of Umbria.

It is a region known for its green landscapes, medieval towns and artistic heritage.
Spello boasts a rich history that dates back to the Roman era.
There, you can admire the ancient walls, the majestic gates, the ruins of the amphitheater and a spa.
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Our Italian Heritage in Ragusa, Sicily

Our chapter President Carmen Criscione and also chapter member Pete Longo
Their family’s history and heritage are from Ragusa

Ragusa is a city and comune in southern Italy.
It is the capital of the province of Ragusa, on the island of Sicily, with 73,288 inhabitants in 2016.
It is built on a wide limestone hill between two deep valleys, Cava San Leonardo and Cava Santa Domenica.
Together with seven other cities in the Val di Noto, it is part of a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

In 1693, Ragusa was devastated by a huge earthquake, which killed some 5,000 inhabitants.
After the catastrophe, the city was largely rebuilt, and many Baroque buildings from that time remain in the city.

» Messina
®
PALERMO
®
Trapani

Enna
[ ]

[} :
Caltanissetta Ca'ama.

® Agrigento

Siracusa
[ ]
Ragusa

In 1838, an asphalt deposit was discovered, which is still being worked.
Ragusa is now a dynamic and wealthy city and home to numerous companies.
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The history of a game called Bocce

Bocce, rooted in the Latin word “bottica,” a direct ancestor of the Italian term “bocce.”
The correct Italian pronunciation is with an emphasis on the letter “0” ~ “bOcce”
Not with the emphasis on the letter a ~ Not “bAcce”

e s

Bocce, a game with ancient origins, was first documented in an Egyptian tomb painting around 5200 B.C.
It spread throughout the Mediterranean and Europe, and
became popular among soldiers, citizens, and emperors in ancient Rome.
The game evolved over time, with different regions developing their own variations.
Bocce made its way to America through Italian immigrants and to this day, remains a popular pastime.

Bocce balls are made up of two sets of different colors of 4 each color.
Also, there is the pallino, the small white ball.

Each team has four bocce balls.

Teams take turns throwing the balls toward the jack (pallino).

The team with the ball closest to the jack at the end of the round wins.
Players alternate throws with the furthest team ball from the pallino throws again until they are the closest.
Play continues until one team has beaten the other by two or more points.
Bocce can be played on grass or sand.
The court is typically 60 feet long by 12 feet wide.

Typically, the game is played until a team reaches 12, 16, or 21 points.

Many UNICO chapters host Bocce Tournament Fundraisers.



https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=426f1f54580aaef2JmltdHM9MTcyNDE5ODQwMCZpZ3VpZD0xMzU2M2FiMS1iNTI4LTY2MzEtMmIyNS0yZTUzYjQwMTY3YTUmaW5zaWQ9NTg3MQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=13563ab1-b528-6631-2b25-2e53b40167a5&psq=history+of+Bocce&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9iYWxsYm9jY2UuY29tL2EtYnJpZWYtaGlzdG9yeS1vZi1ib2NjZS1iYWxsLWZyb20tYW5jaWVudC1yb21lLXRvLW1vZGVybi1iYWNreWFyZHM&ntb=1
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Where is your Heritage from ?
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Food Pantry ~ Carmen Gaita and Patricia Pelonero
As always, donations for our local food pantries can always be brought to any chapter meeting (non-perishable
items, money, or food gift cards) ~ Thank you always for your support.

Overseas Soldier Program ~ Roni Corrado
At this time, our overseas soldier, Major Lacey (Evelyn’s grandson), is beginning to process home. There will be no
snack packages sent to him at this time ~ Thank you for your support

Publicity ~ Roni Corrado & Christina Castillo

No report this month

Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt

October Is
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Passaic Valley Chapter

Sponsor

If you would like to be a

PV UNICO Sponsor
Please contact us

@
PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com

Our UNICO Charities

UNICO National
Armed Services ~ Columbus Day ~ Heritage & Photo Calendar

UNICO Foundation
21% century ~ Anti-Bias ~ Cancer Research & Prevention
Cooley’s Anemia ~ Italian Studies ~ Mental Health
Scholarships ~ Torraco Food Bank/Shelter

About UNICO ~ UNICO is the largest Italian American Service Organization in the United States
Unity, Neighborliness, Integrity, Charity, Opportunity

UNICO was founded on October 10, 1922, in Waterbury, Connecticut. A group of 15 men, led by Dr. Anthony P.
Vastola, came together to create what has become a very special and very proud organization. It was Dr.
Vastola's dream to create an Italian American service organization to engage in charitable works, support higher
education, and perform patriotic deeds. Our motto is “Service Above Self”.

Each year, the UNICO Foundation and the UNICO National Chapters across the country donate approximately
$1 million to various charities. Scholarships continue to be the primary focus of UNICO, as roughly one-third of
all monies raised goes to deserving students from all the chapter locations throughout the chain.

UNICO National has funded major research in Cooley's Anemia and Mental Health. Through its association with
the Jimmy Valvano Foundation, it has funded over 10, $50,000 grants to help find a cure for Cancer. These
worthy areas continue to receive generous support from the chapters and its members for these worthy causes.

If you would like to attend one of our meetings to see if you might be interested in joining UNICO, please contact
us through any member, or through our email. We would be honored to have you as a member of our Passaic

Valley UNICO Chapter.


http://www.unicomembers.com/Golf-Sponsor.asp
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
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Passaic Valley ==
UNICO ( Y

AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE
RESTURANT & PIZZERIA

973 812-8939

62 EAST MAIN STREET
LITTLE FALLS, N] 07424

Passaic Valley

SPONSOR

The
Original Jumbo's

SPONSCOR

Passaic Valley
UNICO

SPONSOR

THE BROWNSTONE

351 West Broadway
Paterson

Passaic Valley
UNICO

101 Newark Pompton Turnpike, Little Falls, NJ

(973) 830-2703

Passaic Valley
UNICO

Little Falls

Passaic Valley
UNICO

l L la SPONSOR

Passaic Valley ==

-
UNICO.

SPONSOR
75 Main St, Little Falls

(973) 837-8282

Passaic Valley
UNICO

SPONSOR

SPONSOR
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(From July 1, 2024 ~ June 30, 2025)

1244 McBride Ave.
Woodland Park

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing

Sponsor
B
(9P
& 2 4

1244 McBride Ave.
Woodland Park

973-339-9477

%

- -
]

.LegalLeafNJ.com

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

North Jersey
Hearing Aid

~am— .Center

Lic. #1527
TRTANS 166 Pompeon Ave
(B enmammciiaes
Ce om0

%

Vour Home or Out Vi - ugon recuast]

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

huck Russo

surance Consultant

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Bagels Unlimited
, Gregory Evangelou

53 East Main Street
Little Falls, NJ
1973-785-2211

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

anson & Ryan Inc
Insurance Since 1876

973-256-6000 @

-
~ Gontinued ~

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golif Outing
Sponsor

Memorial Home

ittle Falls, NJ E
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Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

pwws=Wilbert Vault Co.

%

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Goif Outing
Sponsor
Jay Sisti
¢ Valley Chapter Member

5

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor
r & Ellen Kliminski

Little Falls

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Quting
Sponsor

J Sal Benvenuti

saic Valley Chapter Member

Tax Consultant
& Mediator

- Ener-G Electric
==

SKILLED JOB COMPLETERS

Genaro J. DePalma
Denville, NJ

973-366-3440 ‘?‘

sk

WWW.ALLIANCEHPT.COM

Wayne, NJ 2
973-782-5528 %

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

°

Breakfast, Lunch, and Catering

-

169 Union Boulevard
Totowa, NJ

973-925-7778

Chris & Ann Di Mattio
PNP / Member's of

-
~ Continued ~

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

ay Paving & Concrete, LLC
outh Hackensack, NJ
201-670-0030

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

ABSOLUTE

e ———————————
Packaging & Supply Inc.

456 East 22nd St., Paterson, NJ 07514
973-278-0202 Fax 973-278-0044

BAGISNOTATOY.com

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor
r & Ellen Kliminski

Little Falls

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

ANK COSCIA AGENCY

215 UNION AVENUE

PATERSON
NEW JERSEY 07502
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Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

ook's Cedar Grove
uneral home, Inc.

486 Pompton Ave. 3
Cedar Grove, NJ i
973-239-1489

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

otowa Tire Service
589 Union Blvd, Totowa

(973) 942-0159 i

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

tle Falls ShopRite
. Little Falls, NJ

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Goif Outing
Sponsor

Little Falls Trophy

Route 46 East
o Little Falls. NJ

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

sregory S. Liss, DDS

Health, Comfort and Appe

T

94 Maln Street %
3-256-5001

dvanced Dentistry for

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

erview Florist & Greenhouse
142 Totowa Rd, Totowa

(973) 956-9139 i

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Jim Dye
Business Manager

Office (201) 403-9839
Cell (973) 214-0049
Fax (914) 592-1098

idye @gotoess.com

141 River Road, 46
Nutlsy, NJ 07110
wwiw.gotoess.com

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

® '
75 Main Street
Little Falls, NJ 07424

-
~ Gontinued ~

m Columbia

Nlck Stack

anager «
NM.I.S #1582575
1027 Pompton Avenue

Financial Services Officer

aba
Phone (973) 857-6290
Fax (973) 857-6291

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing

Sponsor

atewide Reports

Compreheusne Credit

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

22 CHURCH STREET
RAMSEY, NJ 07446
TEL (201) 236-1211
FAX (201) 236-1825
amoope.com
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® I FESTA MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Robert P. Festa, President N.J. Lic. No. 2502
Robert P. Festa, Jr., Manager NJ. Lic. No. 4097

111 Union Boulevard
Totowa, NJ 07512

Phone: 973-790-8686
Fax: 973-790-6174

www festamemorial. com

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Tomothy P Kane
Attorney At Law

Abdy & Kane, P.C.
17 Furler Street

Suite 3
Totowa, NJ 07512 o
973-890-9090

i Annual Golf Outing
\:‘ o %, Sponsor

-
- '0
229 PR T

CORE/\WELLNESS

Chiropractic | Holistic | Massage
Little Falls

973-837-6678

Passaic Valley Chapter

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

)

JOHN J. VETERL JR., ESQ., LLC

John ). Veteri, Jr.
Artorney at Law

Cell:973-865-3040
JNeteri@VeteriLaw.com

3 University Plaza, Ste. 207
Hackensack, New Jersey 07601
Phone: 201-836-6300

Fax:  201-836-6301 Member NJ & NY Bar

)

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Pack West

Route 46 West
Little Falls

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing

Passaic Ave, Fairfield, N‘i

(973) 227-4938

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf OQuting
Sponsor

Tundidor Wealth
&
Investment Group

142 Totowa Rd, Tolow::r—_
STE 2 e
(973) 956-1400

-
~ Gontinued ~

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

CPR Ine
Plastic Recyeling

Tampa. Florida

Joe Benvenuti —
Account Rep

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

FRANK’S PIZZA

261 Comly Road
incoln Park, NJ
973-686-9005

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

% *k\._\,r ewelers

\%v’ 4
-
100 Main Street
Little Falls, NJ

(973) 256-8592

Passaic Valley Chapter
‘ Annual Golf Outing
SN0 Sponsor
N
A’) ACADEMY
ORTHOPAEDICS

ADVANCED TREATMENT. TRUSTED CARE.

504 Valley Road, Suite 201
Wayne, NJ 07470

973.446.7500
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Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter Little Falls
Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing % Republican %
Sponsor Sponsor Organization
g = Thank You —
nthony’s Cleaners ilson's Auto Body — UNIcO! =

279 Browertown Road

West Paterson
581 Re. 23 South
Wayne

1265 MeBride Avenue

A , Woodland Park, NJ %

Vince Miraglia

TTTLE FALLS,
NI 07424

@S  Dr. Christopher Wright BEST WISHES
from P i
New Jersey Sparta UNICO 4 e
Urology/Summit Health @ | Pla NE FLORIST

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

¥ Cav. Ralph A. Contini, CPA
UNICO National President
Sempre Avanti, UNICO!

steve Pelonero
Past National President

& =
Chapter Member i

SECURITY SYSTEMS, LLC

Security Makes Sense

Scott Stellfox

West Cakdwell

1-800-772-4SMS'

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Cavrage FHouse

Totowa, NJ i

-
~ Continued ~

Totowa Republican Club

Applebees

GRILL + BAR

Mayor Coiro

BEST WISHES TO PV UNICO

o
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Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Quting
Sponsor

WwwJKREALTY.com = [N
973-472-7000 i

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

‘ Best Wishes

Best Wishes

UNICO

Passaic Valley Chapter

Passaic Valley Chapter a
Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor Sponsor

oA
16()0/&’{(10 bes

/e
o/ Custom Exaroinery & Screex PRINTING

o, (1(/1/ (/ of x)/t) oS0

241 Union Blvd.
Totowa, NJ 07512
973-782-4550

bLEWORKSNJ@AOL.COM

URPH'S TAVERN
75 UNION BLVD. ..
TOWA, NJ 07512

Passaic Valley Chapter

Premium Annual Golf Outing <
Cigars

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

s TIX

CIGAR SHOP AND CLUB

40 Route 23 North
mpton Plains, N
973-831-2499

% WOODLAND PARK
Mayor & Council

Thank You
UNICO

h

You too can be a proud sponsor of our Passaic Valley UNICO Chapter.

It is never too late.

You will be in every newsletter for our 2024-2025 year.
And, if received early enough, you will also have a sign on one of the 18 holes at our Annual Golf Outing




