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A Message from our Chapter President

JANUARY — NAMED FOR THE ROMAN GOD “JANUS”, PROTECTOR OF
THE GATES AND DOORWAYS. JANUS IS DEPECTED WITH TWO FACES,
ONE LOOKING INTO THE PAST, THE OTHER INTO THE FUTURE!!

Hope everyone had a Great Holiday with Friends and Family. As we continue my
Second Term as President, | would like to have some simple fundraisers
resurrected from the past.

(1 The Wine Raffle 2024?

[1 The Restaurant Raffle Certificates, Dinners for a Year!

[J Local Restaurant Dinners refunding the percentage spent back to our Chapter!

[J Have a Pancake Breakfast?

Let’s all support our April 7th Cornhole Tournament as well as all the other
Committee Events we have scheduled this coming year!

Thanks to all our members and the Executive Board for all their dedication and
efforts over the past year. Let’s support other Chapters as well as District IV
events, all our Community Sponsors and our Committees.

“Buono Anno”

Dominick J. Bucci — Chapter President



http://www.unicomembers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
http://www.instagram.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/
http://www.unico.org/
mailto:PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com

January Birthdays
“Happy Birthday”

01-15 Patricia Pelonero

Photo Albums

All our chapter event pictures
can be seen on our website ...
Additional pictures from our
“NJ 1V District” and also a lot
from our “UNICO National”
events can also be seen on their
websites.

www.PassaicValleyUNICO.org

www.UNICO.org

www.UNICO-
NJdistrictlV.4mg.com

Food Pantry

Please do not forget about our
UNICO Phil Arena and our many
other Food Pantries ... Your non-
perishable donation will help
restock them.

Please contact our Food Pantry
Chairs, Carmen Gaita or Patricia
Pelonero on how you can help
or with your donation
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Upcoming Events — Local and National

January 10, 2024 ~ 2" Wednesday ~ Monthly Chapter Meeting ~ Casa Arturo ~ $35.00
~ BYOB ~ An RSVP requesting your attendance will be sent out .

January 11, 2024 ~ Thursday ~ UNICO NJ District IV Meeting ~ 7 pm Bella Napoli
Bloomfield ~ $40 per person ~ Let our chapter president know if you are attending

February 13, 2024 ~ Tuesday ~ Not to conflict with Valentines Day, which is February
14, our monthly chapter meeting will be Tuesday, Feb. 13", at Holy Cross Church ~ 7
pm dinner ~ 8 pm meeting.

March 8, 1972 ~ This is the day that our chapter was originally chartered as Little Falls
UNICO ~ The name was later changed to Passaic Valley UNICO.

March 13, 2024 ~ 2" Wednesday ~ Monthly Chapter Meeting ~ More information will
follow.

March 20, 2024 ~ 3™ Wednesday ~ We are the host chapter at our NJ District IV
Meeting ~ 7 pm ~ $40 ~ BYO ~ Casa Arturo in Little Falls

April 7, 2024 ~ Our first Cornhole Tournament ~ Flier is on Page 4.

December 3, 2024 ~ Tuesday ~ Our UNICO NJ District IV Christmas Dinner for our
Special Need Friends ~ More information will follow

Below are our UNICO’s CORE VALUES
If you know of someone who has them and would like to help us
make a difference, please invite them to a meeting and possibly
have them join our chapter as a new member.

U — Unity

N — Neighborliness : )
| — Integrity Service Above Self
C — Charity

O — Opportunity



http://www.passaicvalleyunico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico-njdistrictiv.4mg.com/
http://www.unico-njdistrictiv.4mg.com/

UNICO Charities
Foundation Charities
.. Cancer Research
... Cooley’s Anemia
... Food Bank
... Italian Studies
... Mental Health
... Scholarship
. St. Jude’s Hospital
Natlonal Charities
... Anti Bias
... Armed Forces
... Columbus Day
... Heritage Calendar

Your travel guide:

via the internet

This only works if you are
on the internet and click on
any one of the following:

Italian Food
Italian Sports
Rome

Sicily

Venice

Visions of Italy

ComUNICO

You can now read the
Com-UNICO magazine on the
internet

Just click or go here >>>
www.unico.org/comUNICO
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Who's Who
Our 2023-2024 Executive Board

PreSident ...........cccoooeiie o e e e e e e e e e Dominick Bucci
1st Vice President ................cccceeeeeeeeiiieeieeiiecee eeeee evinee e ne o..0.. Carmen Criscione
200 Vice PreSident .......cccooeeveeeeee e eee e eeeeee eee e e . JOE Benvenuti
TreASUFET ............ oo ieeeeeeee e eee et e e et et et et et et ee eeveee e, BrUCE Ponchak
SCCTCIATY .t vt ee et et et et ee e et et et e et et e ven et e e Steve Pelonero
Sgt. At-Arms .. . ... John Morano

Correspondzng Secretary .. John Morano

Our 2023-2024 Board of Directors

Steve Pelonero Past Chapter President 2010 & 2011
John Barbieri Past Chapter President 2014 & 2015
Bruce Ponchak Past Chapter President 2016 & 2017
Carmen Gaita Past Chapter President 2018 & 2019
Eileen Wood Past Chapter President 2020 & 2021

Our 2023-2024 Chapter Delegates

President Dominick Bucci ... 48 Members (President +2)
Delegate: Jean Chomko
Alternate Delegate: Sal Benvenuti
Alternate Delegate: Patricia Pelonero
(Delegates represent our chapter and are urged to attend our district,
regional, and national meetings, especially if a vote is called for)

Our 2023-2024 Fundraising Committee Heads

Cornhole Tournament ...................ccoeeuue ...
Food Pantry ..........cccooeiieiie e e
Golf Outing ...

Holiday Cheer e

Overseas Armed Servzce Care Packages

. John Barbieri

Carmen Galta and Patr|C|a Pelonero
.. .. Joe Barone

Carmen Galta Joe Benvenut| Sal Benvenuti
.. Open - To be appointed

Non-Fundraising Committee Heads

Community Service Day (Aprll) ........................................................ Charles Russo
Good and Welfare .. e e e e e e e e e e e e ... Joe Benvenuti
Heritage ... oov e e s e et e e et e e e e e e 1 Agelo Verrone
NEWSIOILET ... ... cov e e et e e et e et e e et e et e e e e . Steve Pelonero PNP
Nominating CRQir .............ccceveeceneeecee e Open To be appointed
Publicity ... Chrlstlna Castlllo & Roni Corrado

Scholarship / Brlan Plccolo e . Charles Russo
Study Abroad College Grants Cav Joseph Agresti PNP
Website .. .. Steven Pelonero PNP
Website Member Sectzon .. John Barbieri
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http://www.unico.org/comUNICO
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TOURNAMENT

Sunaay, April 7, 2024

The Passaic Valley Chapter of UNICO is sponsoring our FIRST
Cornhole Tournament at the Totowa PAL, 150 Chamberlain Ave, Totowa

Registration includes plenty of  11:00 am Sign-in and Registration

Italian Style food 11:30 am Start Time
Prizes for 1st & 2nd place winners
All Guests will be charged $25 $40 per person,
which includes all food. 2 person teams

Participants minimum age, 18 Yr. old

Pre-Register by Feb. 25, 2024 and save $5.00 per person

ot0®

Additional Versions:

You can also participate in
four different Cornhole versions
for an additional donation

Proceeds will go toward

- s Local High School and
Best out of 20 College Scholarships

Local Food Banks
Holiday Donations
Needy Families

Around the World

This is sure to be a FUN event for ALL!

Email your questions to: Cornhole@Unicomembers.com
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Our chapter Christmas Dinner
~ Celebrating with our Special Need Friends ~
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Italian Heritage Photo
From the 2024 UNICO Heritage Calendar ~ January

The Waters of Capri ~ The Faraglioni Rock Formation
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Capri is an island in Italy’s Bay of Naples.
It is famed for its rugged landscape, upscale hotels and shopping.
Also known for its designer fashions to limoncello and handmade leather sandals.
One of its best-known natural sites is the Blue Grotto.
This photo was taken by a UNICO member from the Clark, NJ Chapter
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Where is your ltalian Heritage From
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Armed Service Care Packages

Our chapter is in need of a chair for this committee. Please see chapter President Dominick if you are interested.

Chapter 2" Vice President ~ Joe Benvenuti

I wanted to wish everyone on Happy Healthy New year and a belated Christmas . | hope everyone was able to get together
with family and friends for the Holidays . Be safe for New Years Eve and enjoy the night. I hope to see everyone at the Jan
meeting at Casa Arturo and get 2024 year started with the Corn Hole fund raiser ~~ See you all in January ~~ Joe Benvenuti

Chapter Sponsors

How many do you know and support ? ~ See pages 10-17.

Food Pantry ~ Carmen Gaita and Patricia Pelonero

Donations for our local food pantries can always be brought to any chapter meeting (non-perishable items, money
or food gift cards). Thank you always for your support.

NJ District IV ~ NYC Christmas Bus Ride

Do you want to see the photos that were taken by some of the people that attended the bus ride to NYC ?

The link is for those people that are reading this newsletter on their computer or phone.

The vast array of photos (and videos) from our December 9" NYC Bus Ride to Bryant Park and Puglia Restaurant,
(in the Little Italy Section of NYC), can all be seen by clicking on the link at the end of this write-up ... But only if
you are reading this newsletter on the computer. New friends, new faces, it was a great day, with great food and

drink >>> Click Here For Photos & videos <<<



https://photos.app.goo.gl/JH97cKEGtBG79Hby5
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UNICO Word Search

Italian Foods
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Passaic Valley Chapter

Sponsor

If you would like to be a

PV UNICO Sponsor
Please contact us

@
PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com

Our UNICO Charities

UNICO National
Armed Services ~ Columbus Day ~ Heritage & Photo Calendar

UNICO Foundation
21% century ~ Anti-Bias ~ Cancer Research & Prevention
Cooley’s Anemia ~ Italian Studies ~ Mental Health
Scholarships ~ Torraco Food Bank/Shelter

About UNICO ~ UNICO is the largest Italian American Service Organization in the United States
Unity, Neighborliness, Integrity, Charity, Opportunity

UNICO was founded on October 10, 1922, in Waterbury, Connecticut. A group of 15 men, led by Dr. Anthony P.
Vastola, came together to create what has become a very special and very proud organization. It was Dr.
Vastola's dream to create an Italian American service organization to engage in charitable works, support higher
education, and perform patriotic deeds. Our motto is “Service Above Self”.

Each year, the UNICO Foundation and the UNICO National Chapters across the country donate approximately
$1 million to various charities. Scholarships continue to be the primary focus of UNICO, as roughly one-third of
all monies raised goes to deserving students from all the chapter locations throughout the chain.

UNICO National has funded major research in Cooley's Anemia and Mental Health. Through its association with
the Jimmy Valvano Foundation, it has funded over 10, $50,000 grants to help find a cure for Cancer. These
worthy areas continue to receive generous support from the chapters and its members for these worthy causes.

If you would like to attend one of our meetings to see if you might be interested in joining UNICO, please contact
us through any member, or through our email. We would be honored to have you as a member of our Passaic

Valley UNICO Chapter.
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T Breakfast Sponsor

2155 Ortholast
: &
Academy Orthopaedics

855 OEASTNJ

855-632-T865
504 Valley Rd, Wayne NJ

Providing the most advanced treatments i all areas of onthopedic care fram pain
management and spans medicne to the treatment of complex spinal disorders

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

» & Ellen Kliminski
Little Falls
ds and Supporters of
» Passaic Valley P

UNICO

Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing
’ o~ Sponsor Sponsor
S [ Mayor
oy / Custom Eaxeromnery & ScreeN PRINTING

James Damiano

Council President

Anthony Sgobba

Councilwoman

Christine Habli
Councilman
Chris Vancheri

241 Union Blvd.
Totowa, NJ 07512

973-782-4550
EEDLEWORKSNJ@AOL.COM

-
~ Continued ~
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Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Murray Contracting
ray Paving & Concrete, LLC

outh Hackensack, NJ -
201-670-0030 i

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Keith Kazmark
dland Park Mayor

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

huck Russo

surance Consultant

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Goif Outing

Sponsor

Jay Sisti
7 Valley Chapter Member

5

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Goif Outing
Sponsor

plo Funeral Home
Woodland Park. NJ

973-345-2500

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

94 M;i:n Street ﬁ
Little Falls, NJ 07424
3-256-5001

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

75 Main Street 38
Little Falls, NJ 07424

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

stopher Vancheri

uncilman, Little Falls E

-
~ Continued ~

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor
K COSCIA AGENCY

215 UNION AVENUE

PATERSON
NEW JERSEY 07502

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing

Tampa. Florida _

Joe Benvenuti —
Account Rep

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

| Sal Benvenuti

saie¢ Valley Chapter Member

Tax Consultant
& Mediator

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golif Outing
Sponsor

nthony’s Cleaners

279 Broweriown Road

West Paterson

L1581 Ne. 23 South
Wayne
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Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Quting
Sponsor

TIX

CIGAR SHOP AND CLUB

140 Route 23 North
mpton Plains, N
973-831-2499

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

) BANK y
Little Falls %
NEW JERSEY 07424

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

3agels Unlimited
Gregory Evangelou

3 East Main Street
Little Falls, NJ
973-785-2211

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Puckcging & Sugglx Inc.
456 East 22nd St., Paterson, NJ 07514
973-278-0202 Fax 973-278-0044

BAGISNOTATOY.com

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

SPECTRL \@b

Thcrapcut.(.b

o ] Therapis!
mv«h—.—m uite 28 Nutley NJ 07014 =
T33000%  $73.840.1163
‘ctrmam @pectremtherapyni.com
et eyl Gomi

Onumm Thespeatios of NI

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Have a great outing!
. Christopher Wright
sey Urology/Summit Health

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Pack West

Route 46 West
Little Falls

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

atewide Reports

: Comprehensne Credit

All 21 New Jersey Counties

-
~ Gontinued ~

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golif Outing
Sponsor

Memorial Home
ittle Falls, NJ E

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

yteve Pelonero

Past National President
& =
Chapter Member i

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

P HAMIANO

LAW OFFICES —
P

51 East Main Street, Little Falls, NJ 07424

(973) 890-1199 {
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Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

tle Falls ShopRite
. Little Falls. NJ

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Family Chiropractic
ZONE HEALING

483 Black Oak Ridge Road.
Wayne, NJ 07470 ..~

Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Election Fund of
Keith Kazmark

PO BOX 2200
Woodland Park
EW JERSEY 07424

Passaic Valley Chapter

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

tropolitan Seciety

Private Cigar Club

15 Bloomfield Avenpl_t:,:'
Bldg. 8. Suide 62
Fairfield, NJ

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

4 Woodhull Ave. i
Little Falls
(973) 812-8437

Passaic Valley Chapter

Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Dr. Kyvle R. Eopechino

Chiropractic Physician
Kealthon: mail.com

/155 East Main Street
Little Falls, NJ 07424

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor
Vilson's Auto Body

1265 MeBride Avenue
Woodland Park. NJ

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

for Senate

-
~ Continued ~

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Passaic County Republican Candidates:

FOR COUNTY CLERK

[FOR COUNTY COMMISSIONER

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

ESS

Jim Dye

Business Manager

Office (201) 40-9899
Cell (973) 214-0049
Fax (914) 592-1098

idye @gotoess.com

141 River Road, #6
Nutley, NJ 07110
www.goloess.com

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

973-472-7000

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

o« /

Breakfast, Lunch, and Catering

169 Union Boulevard
Totowa, NJ

973-925-7778
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Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor Sponsor Sponsor
(] >
ook's Cedar Grove erview Florist & Greenhouse rrado & Corrado Esqs.
uneral home’ Inc. 142 Totowa Rd, Totowa 142 Totowa Rd, Totowa

@ STE 2
(973) 956-9159 i i
 (973) 956-1400

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

486 Pompton Ave.
Cedar Grove, NJ i

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

otowa Tire Service
589 Union Blvd, Totowa

(973) 942-0159 i

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

rws=Wilbert Vault Co.

iy

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

P
Jersey Discount Tool Co.
Nick Morello lIl §

273 Union Blvd i

Totowa

(973) 942-0159

Little Falls
973) 830-2703 |

Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor , Sponsor Sponsor

Tundidor Wealth
& FRANK’S PIZZA

Investment Group

142 Totowa Rd, Totowa:
STE 2 e’
(973) 956-1400

-
~ Continued ~

261 Comly Road
incoln Park, NJ -
973-686-9005
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Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing

Passaic Ave, Fairfield, N‘i

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Quting
Sponsor

Magoo’s Tool Sales

30 Zambrano Drive
Woodland Park, NJ 07424

GLOREHVACR@AOL COM
GLOBE REF. HTG. & A/C, INC.

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
MASTER HYACR #8832

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

URPH'S TAVERN

75 UNION BLVD. ..
TOWA, NJ 07512

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Best Regards,
o R. Rossellini

(973) 227-4938
Passaic Valley Chapter Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing Annual Golf Quting
Sponsor Y Sponsor
“* Tomothy P. Kane
Attorney At Law _ /|~

Abdy & Kane, P.C.
17 Furler Street

Suite 3 5
Totowa, NJ 07512
973-890-9090

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

hillip T. Barone
Executives - Woodland Park

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

pne Electric Company

23 Jackson Street
» Little Falls. NJ

-
~ Continued ~

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Little Falls
Republican Organization
*Michael Murphy*

Councilman & Chairman

* Jayna Patel % ...
Councilweman

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Goif Outing
Sponsor

NI wancesce’s

Restaurant

973-925-1100
ioodland Park, NJ

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

ttle Falls Trophy

Route 46 East
Little Falls, NJ

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

ck & Roni Corrado
c Valley Chapter Member
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Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Spensor

Passaic Valley Chapter
v, Annual Golf Outing
\‘\‘ 2"7. Sponsor
.“ ‘q'l -

anson & Ryan Inc
Insurance Since 1876

973-256-6000

y L i P ic Valley Ck ._"‘
‘\‘\ Annuglpﬁ:lsln?ullnﬁ
“Ralph Contini
UNICO National _

Executive VP&

Passaic Valley Chapter

Premium Annual Golf Outing <
Cigars

1244 McBride Ave.
Woodland Park

973-339-9477

49

.LegalLeafNJ.com i

Passaic Valley Chapter
Annual Golf Outing
Sponsor

Della Nette

AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE
RESTURANT & PIZZERIA

973-812-8939 (_a
62 EAST MAIN STREET
LITTLE FALLS, N] 07424

Marian J. Rabel

-
~ Gontinued ~

realionds =N\ -
— Do 5
Y CORE/\WELLNESS
A < 4 ) Chiropractic | Holistic | Massage
. : e Deliver! — Little Falls
100 Main Street 973-785 7501
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You too can be a proud sponsor of our Passaic Valley UNICO Chapter ~ It is never too late
You will be in every newsletter for our 2023-2024 year.
And, if received early enough, you will also have a sign on one of the 18 holes at our
Annual Golf Outing on June 19%".
Please see the golf flier on page 5 of this newsletter for more information




