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Fall is here soon, time to rake leaves and plan ahead UNICO events! 

 

There are lots of scheduled activities this month that you should consider coming 

to. They are all listed on the next page of this newsletter and also on our chapter 

website at www.PassaicValleyUNICO.org. 

A thank you for all your committee planned projects within the next few months 

and we are looking to seeing everyone and for the move ahead into 2024 as well. 

Wishing you a Happy Italian Heritage month of October. Please come to the 

Italian Flag Raising at the Little Falls Town Hall on October 2nd, at 6 pm. 

Dominick J. Bucci  

Passaic Valley UNICO – Chapter President  

 

 

 
 

A Message from our Chapter President 

 

http://www.unicomembers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
http://www.instagram.com/PassaicValleyUNICO
http://www.uniconjiv.yolasite.com/
http://www.unico.org/
mailto:PassaicValleyUNICO@gmail.com
http://www.passaicvalleyunico.org/
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October 1 ~ Sunday ~ Cancer Research Bocce Tournament Fundraiser ~ Sponsored 

by UNICO National ~ Teams and friends are welcome to attend and watch and/or 

play ~ A link to the fliers are on page 7 ~ Please help in finding a cure 

 

October 2 ~ Monday ~ Italian Flag Raising in Little Falls ~ 6 pm at the Little Falls 

Town Hall. “All are welcome” 

 

October 8 ~ Sunday ~ Columbus Day Prade in Seaside 

 

October 9 ~ Monday ~ Columbus Day Parade in NYC 

 

October 11, 2023 ~ 2nd Wednesday ~ Chapter Monthly Meeting ~ Casa Arturo in Little 

Falls ~ 7 pm ~ BYO ~ $35.00 per person 

 

October 24, 2023 ~ Tuesday ~ Meet the UNICO National President ~ At the Venetian 

in Garfield ~ $85.00 per person 

 

October 31, 2023 ~ Tuesday ~ Halloween 

 

November 5 + 6 ~ Sunday and Monday ~ UNICO National Eastern Region Meeting ~ 

More information is on the UNICO National website ~ www.UNICO.org 

 

November 8, 2023 ~ 2nd Wednesday ~ Chapter Monthly Meeting ~ Casa Arturo in 

Little Falls ~ 7 pm ~ BYO ~ $35.00 per person 

 

December 5, 2023 ~ Tuesday ~ Special Needs Christmas Dinner ~ At the Brownstone 

~ $60.00 per person ~ Advance ticket sale required 

 

December 9 ~ Saturday ~ District Bus ride to NYC ~ Must pre-pay ~ $110.00 ~ 

Contact Dave D’Arco from the Passaic-Clifton Chapter 

 

 

Upcoming Events – Local and National 

 

October Birthdays 
“Happy Birthday” 

 
10-01 Frank Capalbo 

10-02 Christina Castillo 

10-09 Carmen Gaita 

10-18 Carmen Criscione  

10-20 Mark BiFalco 

10-23 Brianna DeLuccia 

 

 

Photo Albums 
 

All our chapter event pictures 

can be seen on our website … 

Additional pictures from our 

“NJ IV District” and also a lot 

from our “UNICO National” 

events can also be seen on their 

websites. 
 

www.PassaicValleyUNICO.org 

 

www.UNICO.org 

 

www.UNICO-
NJdistrictIV.4mg.com 
 

 

 

 

Food Pantry 
 

Please do not forget about our 

UNICO Phil Arena and our many 

other Food Pantries … Your non-
perishable donation will help 

restock them. 
 

Please contact our Food Pantry 
Chair, Roni Corrado, on how 
you can help. 

U – Unity 
N – Neighborliness 
 I  – Integrity 
C – Charity 
O – Opportunity 

 

“Service Above Self” 

Below are our UNICO’s CORE VALUES 
If you know of someone who has them and would like to help us 
make a difference, please invite them to a meeting and possibly 

have them join our chapter as a new member. 

 

 
 

http://www.passaicvalleyunico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico-njdistrictiv.4mg.com/
http://www.unico-njdistrictiv.4mg.com/
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Our 2023-2024 Executive Board  
 

President ……………….…...….……………………………....................... Dominick Bucci 

1st Vice President …….……...……...……….….……………...……….. Carmen Criscione 

2nd Vice President ………………...……...……………...…………………… Joe Benvenuti 

Treasurer ……………………………...………………………….................. Bruce Ponchak  

Secretary …………………………………………....…………..................... Steve Pelonero 

Sgt. At-Arms ……………………….…………………………....…………….. John Morano 

Corresponding Secretary …………………………………………………….  John Morano 
 

Our 2023-2024 Board of Directors 
 

Steve Pelonero  Past Chapter President  2010 & 2011 

John Barbieri  Past Chapter President  2014 & 2015 

Bruce Ponchak  Past Chapter President  2016 & 2017 

Carmen Gaita  Past Chapter President  2018 & 2019 

Eileen Wood  Past Chapter President  2020 & 2021 

 
 

Our 2023-2024 Chapter Delegates 
 

President Dominick Bucci … 56 Members (President +3) 

Delegate: Jean Chomko 

Delegate: Sal Benvenuti 

Delegate: Patricia Pelonero 

(Delegates represent our chapter and are urged to attend our district, 

regional, and national meetings, especially if a vote is called for) 
 

 

Our 2023-2024 Fundraising Committee Heads  
 

Cornhole Tournament ………………………………………………………… John Barbieri 

Food Pantry ………………………......……………….………...... Open - To be appointed 

Golf Outing …………………………………………………………………….…. Joe Barone 

Holiday Cheer ……………………………  Carmen Gaita, Joe Benvenuti, Sal Benvenuti 

Overseas Armed Service Care Packages ……………………… Open - To be appointed 

 
 

Non-Fundraising Committee Heads  
 

Community Service Day (April)….………………………………................  Charles Russo 

Good and Welfare …………………………………………………..................... Sal Nocella 

Heritage ……………………………………………………………………… Angelo Verrone 

Newsletter …………………...…………………………………………. Steve Pelonero PNP 

Nominating Chair ……………………………………………….… Open - To be appointed 

Publicity ………………………………………………  Christina Castillo & Roni Corrado  

Scholarship / Brian Piccolo …………………………………………………. Charles Russo  

Study Abroad College Grants ………………………………….. Cav. Joseph Agresti PNP  

Website ………………………………………………………………… Steven Pelonero PNP 

Website Member Section ……………………………………………………… John Barbieri  

 

 

 
 

Who’s Who  

 

UNICO Charities 
Foundation Charities 
… Cancer Research 

… Cooley’s Anemia 

… Food Bank 

… Italian Studies 

… Mental Health 

… Scholarship 

… St. Jude’s Hospital 

 

National Charities 

… Anti Bias 

… Armed Forces 

… Columbus Day 

… Heritage Calendar 

 

 

Did You Know ? 
In Orsara, Puglia they 

celebrate the night 

of Fucacoste e Cocce 

Priatorje (‘bonfires and heads 

of purgatory’). The ‘cocce‘ 

are carved pumpkins, 

originally in the shape of a 

cross, containing lit candles. 

This festival probably dates 

back as far as the year 1000. 

On the ‘Night of Purgatory,’ 

the night between November 

1st and 2nd, pumpkins with the 

symbol of the cross were left 

in front of houses to drive the 

souls of the damned away 

from the evening banquet, 

which only good souls could 

take part in. 

 

Pumpkins are also traditional 

in Calabria, especially in the 

town of Serra San Bruno. 

Children carve a pumpkin to 

represent a coccalu di 

muortu (a skull) then they 

wander the streets asking ‘Mi 

lu pagati lu coccalu?’ (‘Will 

you pay me for the skull?’), 

something very similar to our 
own ‘trick-or-treat?’  
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Italian Heritage Photo 

From the 2023 UNICO Heritage Calendar 

The Month of October ~ Savoca. Sicily 

 
 

 
 

A Francis Ford Coppolo Memorial in Savoca, Sicily 

(Photo was taken by a member of the Binghamton, NY Chapter) 

Savoca is a comune in the Province of Messina, about 110 miles east of Palermo. 

Savoca was the town for the filming of the scenes set in Corleone of Francis Ford Coppolo’s The Godfather. 

The Bar Vitelli.by this monument is still a functioning establishment which was featured in the movie. 

This is where Michael Corleone asked Apollonia’s father to meet his daughter. 
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Where is your Italian Heritage From 
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Chapter Dues Notice 
Please remember to pay your chapter dues early. It lightens up the task of getting our records organized. 

Our final payment to UNICO National is due in November. Dues can be mailed to our Little Falls PO Box 

#341 or brought to our October 11th meeting at Casa Arturo’s in Little Falls. Only 15 more members to 

reach our current status of 56. We thank you for staying as a member of our UNICO chapter. Please get 

involved in one of our committees, we can always use your help. Please bring a friend who wants to 

explore our heritage and help with our Service to others. 

 

 

Our Chapter Committees 

Anti Bias  Community Service Day  Cornhole Tournament 

Dinner Meetings Food Pantry   Golf Outing  Good and Welfare Heritage 

Holiday Cheer  Newsletter   Nominating  Overseas Armed Service Care 

Publicity  Scholarship / Brian Piccolo Study Abroad  Website   

  

*** Please think about signing up for a committee and helping out  

*** Let your chapter president know that you are interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee & Comments 
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Our UNICO Charities 
 

UNICO National 
Armed Services ~ Columbus Day ~ Heritage & Photo Calendar 

 

UNICO Foundation 
21st century ~ Anti-Bias ~ Cancer Research & Prevention 

Cooley’s Anemia ~ Italian Studies ~ Mental Health 

Scholarships ~ Torraco Food Bank/Shelter 
 

 
 
  

 

About UNICO ~ UNICO is the largest Italian American Service Organization in the United States 
Unity, Neighborliness, Integrity, Charity, Opportunity 
 

UNICO was founded on October 10, 1922, in Waterbury, Connecticut. A group of 15 men, led by Dr. Anthony P. 
Vastola, came together to create what has become a very special and very proud organization. It was Dr. 
Vastola's dream to create an Italian American service organization to engage in charitable works, support higher 
education, and perform patriotic deeds. Our motto is “Service Above Self”. 
 

Each year, the UNICO Foundation and the UNICO National Chapters across the country donate approximately 
$1 million to various charities.   Scholarships continue to be the primary focus of UNICO, as roughly one-third of 
all monies raised goes to deserving students from all the chapter locations throughout the chain. 
 
UNICO National has funded major research in Cooley's Anemia and Mental Health. Through its association with 
the Jimmy Valvano Foundation, it has funded over 10, $50,000 grants to help find a cure for Cancer. These 
worthy areas continue to receive generous support from the chapters and its members for these worthy causes. 
 

If you would like to attend one of our meetings to see if you might be interested in joining UNICO, please contact 
us through any member, or through our email. We would be honored to have you as a member of our Passaic 
Valley UNICO Chapter. 

http://www.unicomembers.com/Golf-Sponsor.asp
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
http://www.unico.org/
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Our 2023-2024 Sponsors 
 

“78” 

 
 

                                                      
 

          

~ Continued ~ 
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Our 2023-2024 Sponsors 
 

           
 

 

            
 

            
 

       Marian J. Rabel         

 

 

~ Continued ~ 
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Our 2023-2024 Sponsors 
 

 
 
 

You too can be a proud sponsor of our Passaic Valley UNICO Chapter ~ It is never too late 

You will be in every newsletter for our 2023-2024 year. 

And, if received early enough, you will also have a sign on one of the 18 holes at our  

Annual Golf Outing on June 19th. 

Please see the golf flier on page 5 of this newsletter for more information 


